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May 31, 2012
NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey
Dear Friends and Distinguished Guests:
On behalf of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA), we welcome you
to the NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference. We want to thank the Asian Pacific
American Lawyers Association of New Jersey (APALA-NJ) for taking on the challenge of
hosting the conference. Additionally, it is exciting to have representation and participation from
all our Northeast and Southeast Region affiliates – thank you all for attending!
NAPABA is proud to work with the dedicated members of our affiliates on the NAPABA Eastern
Super Regional Conference. I would like to extend special thanks to Sapana Shah, APALA-NJ
President, and all others who provided leadership, for their tireless efforts in organizing this
conference. Thank you also to the many sponsors who have made this event possible.
Congratulations to everyone involved on a job well done!
On behalf of NAPABA, I extend my best wishes for a successful event. I also look forward to
seeing all of you November 15-18, 2012 at JW Marriott Hotel in Washington, DC for the 24th
Annual NAPABA Convention. In the meantime, the NAPABA Board is always interested in
hearing from our members and friends on how NAPABA can better serve you.

Best regards,

Nimesh M. Patel
President 2011-2012

1612 K Street NW, Ste. 1400, Washington, DC 20006 • t: 202.775.9555 • f: 202.775.9333 • www.napaba.org
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

MDM&C is proud to support the
Asian Pacific American
Lawyers Association of New Jersey’s

NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference
and congratulate our Associate
Alice H. Lee
on her new position with the APALA NJ

1300 MOUNT KEMBLE AVENUE, P.O. BOX 2075
MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962-2075
TEL: (973) 993-8100 FAX: (973) 425-0161
www.mdmc-law.com
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JOINT LETTER from APALA/NJ
Outgoing President Sapana S. Shah &
Incoming President Paul K. Yoon

Looking Back...

Looking Ahead...

Welcome to New Jersey!

The 2012-2013 Board term promises to build on the accomplishments of this
past year! We have so much planned to advance our collective mission and
continue to change the game for the Asian Pacific American community.

When I became President of APALA-NJ, I felt a sense of obligation to lead
this organization in a manner which reflected the ideals of its members. In this
vein, one of our major goals was to increase the organization’s representation
within the state’s political and judicial realms in order to reflect its burgeoning
population. We ultimately sought to develop the voice and power of Asian
Americans in furthering social justice and political activism in New Jersey.
We therefore re-organized our Judicial and Prosecutorial Appointments
Committee to reflect the current political atmosphere.
We developed relationships with elected officials from both sides of the
party lines while still maintaining our non-partisan status. Additionally, we
fostered relationships with community leaders in areas where notable Asian
populations existed- such as Bergen County and Middlesex County.
As to our members’ professional development, we partnered with academic
institutions and specialty bars to provide affordable Continuing Legal
Education. We also provided a number of mentoring opportunities to young
attorneys and law students so they could be effective leaders and agents of
change in our legal and ethnic communities.
All of these efforts, past and present, have begun to bear fruit. The Honorable
Sohail Mohammed, J.S.C., recently became the second judge of South Asian
descent to be appointed to the Superior Court of New Jersey. Furthermore, we
endorsed the first Asian-American to be nominated to the New Jersey Supreme
Court by Governor Chris Christie and we have increased our representation
on New Jersey Supreme Court Committees.
As President, I would be remiss if I did not mention that these are still
challenging times for Asian Americans. I believe that the relationships we
have built with community leaders this past year, will alleviate some of the
difficulties we may face in the years to come.
Thank you for attending this year’s NAPABA Superregional Conference and
allowing me to serve as your President.

2012 Eastern Super Regional Conference. The 2012 Board term kicks off with
this wonderful inaugural event that we are hosting this weekend in Atlantic
City. With honorees and members attending from affiliates in Maine down to
Florida, this weekend promises to be exciting and professionally fulfilling.
Programming. We will continue successful programs like the Lunar Banquet,
Charitable Golf Outing, Annual Dinner, Mock Interview Workshop,
Corporate Counsel Events, and other seminars and networking events.
Community Service. APALA/NJ has a strong tradition of community service.
Every year, we donate proceeds from our annual Golf Outing to a charitable
organization and coordinate a Soup Kitchen to feed the homeless during
the holidays. In conjunction with the newly created APALA/NJ Charitable
Foundation, we will also continue to provide scholarships to APA students at
NJ law schools.
Diversity. We will continue to fight for diversity by working with the
Governor’s Office and NJ Legislature to advocate greater APA represenation
in our State’s judiciary and in other government positions.
Community Outreach. We cannot advance our collective mission of
promoting justice, equality and opportunity for APAs without community
outreach. This year, we will continue to promote civic engagement not just by
the legal community, but by the APA community as a whole.
I look forward to working with the new Executive Board to continue to serve
our members and our community. As always, we are successful in achieving
our goals only because of the support we receive from you and our sponsors.
Thank you for attending this Conference and for supporting our collective
mission. Please enjoy the weekend!

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Sapana S. Shah, Esq.

Paul K. Yoon, Esq.

Sapana S. Shah
APALA/NJ President 2011-2012

Paul K. Yoon
APALA/NJ President 2012-2013
Photo: Erin Lee
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Conference Co-Chairs
Edward S. Kiel is a shareholder in the litigation department of
Cole, Schotz, Meisel, Forman & Leonard, P.A., a regional law
firm with offices in New Jersey, New York, Delaware, Maryland,
and Texas. Mr. Kiel is an experienced trial attorney practicing
primarily in the areas of commercial, corporate, and construction
litigation in the state and federal courts.
He has tried dozens of business cases of every variety, including
matters involving complex cross border transactions, shareholder
disputes, and dealership disputes. He has also argued numerous
cases before the Appellate Division and the New Jersey Supreme
Court, resulting in a number of reported decisions.

Edward S. Kiel

Mr. Kiel has been awarded an AV rating for his professionalism
and the quality of his legal work from Martindale-Hubbell, the
premier directory of legal professionals, and has been selected by

Moly K. Hung is an attorney with a solo practice that
concentrates in the areas of real estate and business related
matters along with consulting on issues of a governmental and/
or political nature. He received his B.A. in Political Science from
Rutgers College and his J.D. from the University of Colorado
School of Law. Before returning to his home state of New Jersey,
he served as a Deputy Corporation Counsel with the City and
County of Honolulu, initially in the Counseling and Drafting
Division and then subsequently in the Trials Division. Mr. Hung
also served as a former Civil Division Law Clerk with the Circuit
Court of the First Circuit for the State of Hawaii prior to his
political appointment as a Deputy Corporation Counsel.

Moly K. Hung

An active participant of the Asian Pacific American community,
Mr. Hung is a long standing fifteen (15+) plus year member of the
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey and
has served on various committees throughout the organization
and/or as a former Co-Chair, specifically and notably with Eugene
Huang, Esq. on the annual APALA/NJ Golf Classic & Dinner
Committee. A former editorial board member from 1999 to
2005 of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association

Florelee R. Wan is an Associate with Wong Fleming, P.C. in its
Princeton, New Jersey office. Ms. Wan joins Wong Fleming with
over nine years of experience in all areas of commercial litigation,
concentrating her practice in insurance defense, products liability
and employment law. She is a talented litigator and trial attorney,
having worked on the successful defense of over six products
liability trials over her career. Additionally, Ms. Wan has been an
active member of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association
of New Jersey (APALA-NJ) and is currently serving as Secretary
to the APALA-NJ Executive Board & Co-Chair of the 2012
NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference Committee.
Recently, she was elected to serve as President-Elect of APALA-NJ
for the 2012-2013 term.

Florelee R. Wan

Ms. Wan earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial and
Labor Relations from Cornell University in 1998. She received

his peers for inclusion in New Jersey Super Lawyers® in Business
Litigation since 2009. Mr. Kiel also is a founding member and cochair of his law firm’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee.
Mr. Kiel actively participates in a number of bar associations. He
is currently a trustee of the Bergen County Bar Association. He
served many years on the District IIB Fee Arbitration Committee,
serving his last year as the Vice Chair. Mr. Kiel was also appointed
by the New Jersey Supreme Court to the Committee on Character,
on which he currently serves. Mr. Kiel also actively participates
in the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association – NJ.
Additionally, Mr. Kiel was honored with the National Asian
Pacific American Bar Association’s Trailblazer award at its
annual convention in Los Angles California in 2010. Mr. Kiel is a
graduate of Rutgers University and the University of Notre Dame
Law School.

newsletter, the NAPABA LAWYER, he contributed to two full
NAPABA national convention year terms from 1999 through
2000 as a former Co-Chair on the NAPABA Solo and Small
Firm Practice Committee with Alexander M. Lee, Esq. He
further served with Edward S. Kiel, Esq. as a Co-Chair of the
2007 NAPABA Northeast Regional Conference which was held in
Atlantic City, NJ.
Mr. Hung has also served as a commissioner of the New Jersey
Asian American Commission from 2002 through 2004 as
appointed under former Governor James E. McGreevey. In 2008,
then Governor Jon S. Corzine appointed him as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Asian American Study Foundation.
Since September 2010, Mr. Hung has been the WebTV host of a
show that features guests in and from the Asian Pacific American
communities and others who are leaders in politics, business,
civics, entertainment and/or the arts. The WebTV show, “Leaders
in Focus” with Moly Hung, can be found and viewed at www.
ICEPN.TV.

her Juris Doctor degree from Brooklyn Law School in 2002 and
was admitted to practice law in New Jersey and the United States
District Court for the District of New Jersey. She served as a
judicial intern to The Honorable David G. Trager of the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of New York in
2011. Prior to joining Wong Fleming in 2011, Ms. Wan practiced
in the areas of commercial litigation and insurance defense with
a firm in Paramus, New Jersey from 2007 to 2011 and was
associated with a products liability defense firm in Woodbridge,
New Jersey from 2003 through 2007.
In addition to APALA-NJ, Ms. Wan is also a member of the New
Jersey Supreme Court Committee on Jury Selection in Civil and
Criminal Trials, New Jersey State Bar Association, Monmouth
County Bar Association and the National Asian Pacific American
Bar Association.
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2011 - 2012 APALA/NJ Executive Board
President: Sapana S. Shah | President-Elect: Paul K. Yoon | Vice-President: Moly K. Hung | Treasurer: Jhanice V. Domingo | Secretary: Florelee R. Wan

SAPANA S. SHAH

MOLY K. HUNG

‘11-’12 President

‘11-’12 Vice President

Sapana S. Shah is an attorney with a solo practice in
Jersey City, New Jersey. She handles personal injury,
employment, municipal and matrimonial matters.

See bio on page 13.

Ms. Shah received her law degree from Albany Law
School-Union University. Upon graduation from law
school she served as a New Jersey Superior Court law
clerk to the Honorable Jessica R. Mayer, J.S.C., in Middlesex County. Upon
completion of her clerkship, she began practicing as a commercial litigator. In
this capacity, she handled Creditor Rights claims, including but not limited to
Insurance Premium Fraud, Consumer Fraud, Premium Collection, and Officer
& Director Liability. Thereafter, she joined the Staff Counsel office of American
International Group, Inc. (AIG) as an Associate Trial Attorney. At AIG, she
focused on claims arising from automobile accidents including: negligence
claims, underinsured and uninsured motorist claims (UM/UIM), personal injury
protections (PIP) claims, property damage claims, insurance coverage disputes,
and inter-company subrogation claims in arbitration.
In her spare time, Ms. Shah devotes her time to public service. In June of 2009,
she was elected County Committeewoman for District 64 in Edison, New Jersey.
In May of 2010, she was elected to serve as President-Elect of APALA-NJ. In
April of 2011, she was elected to the Board of Education in Edison, New Jersey.
She currently serves on the New Jersey Supreme Court Committee on Women
in the Courts. She graduated from Rutgers College, Rutgers University with a
degree in Economics. Prior to obtaining her law degree, Ms. Shah worked at
Dun & Bradstreet Corporation as a Financial Analyst.

PAUL K. YOON
‘11-’12 President-Elect
Paul K. Yoon is Counsel to the Jeon Law Group, a
general practice law firm headquartered in Fort Lee,
New Jersey. From 2007 to 2011, he served as Assistant
Prosecutor in Essex County, where he prosecuted felony
crimes committed against the State of New Jersey.
Prior to joining the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office,
Mr. Yoon clerked for the Honorable Joseph P. Donohue
in Union County and served as Special Assistant to Washington, D.C. Mayor
Anthony A. Williams.
Mr. Yoon is a recipient of the Woodrow Wilson Fellowship and is very active in
the Asian Pacific American community. He serves as President-Elect of the Asian
Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey. He also serves on the
Board of Directors for the Korean American Family Service Center (KAFSC) and
the Korean American League for Civic Action (KALCA).
Mr. Yoon received his J.D. from New York Law School and his B.A. from the
University of Pennsylvania.
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JHANICE V. DOMINGO
‘11-’12 Treasurer
Jhanice V. Domingo is Counsel at Einhorn, Harris,
Ascher, Barbarito & Frost, P.C., a mid-size general
practice law firm in Denville, NJ. Ms. Domingo is a
member of the firm’s Matrimonial Practice Group and
handles a wide variety of family law matters including
divorce, child custody, alimony, child support, equitable
distribution, palimony, prenuptial agreements, postnuptial agreements, civil unions, domestic violence, etc.
Ms. Domingo currently serves on the New Jersey Supreme Court Family Practice
Committee. She has been recognized by New Jersey Super Lawyers for her work
in family law and was selected as a Rising Star in 2009, 2010 and 2012. Ms.
Domingo also has been recognized for her pro bono work with the Northeast
New Jersey Legal Services Private Attorney Program.
Prior to joining Einhorn Harris, Ms. Domingo served as Law Clerk to the
Honorable Joseph P. Donohue, J.S.C., Chancery Division, Family Part,
Union County and served as Assistant Prosecutor in the Somerset County
Prosecutor’s Office.
Ms. Domingo received her J.D. from Seton Hall University School of Law
in 2002, and her B.A. in Psychology/Minor in Women’s Studies from Boston
College in 1999.
Ms. Domingo presently serves as Treasurer of APALA NJ and Co-Chair of
APALA NJ’s Government and Judicial Affairs Committee. She is the incoming
Vice President of APALA NJ for 2012-2013.

FLORELEE R. WAN
‘11-’12 Secretary
See bio on page 13.

2012 - 2013 APALA/NJ Executive Board
President: Paul K. Yoon | President-Elect: Florelee R. Wan | Vice-President: Jhanice V. Domingo | Treasurer: Rachit Choksi | Secretary: Alice H. Lee

PAUL K. YOON

RACHIT CHOKSI

‘12-’13 President

‘12-’13 Treasurer

See bio on page 14.

FLORELEE R. WAN

Rachit Choksi is currently clerking for the Honorable
Esther Salas, U.S.D.J. Prior to his current clerkship, he
served as a law clerk to the Honorable Alfonse J. Cifelli,
J.S.C., in Essex County, New Jersey. While in law school,
he interned for the Honorable Chief Justice Stuart Rabner
on the Supreme Court of New Jersey, at the United States
Attorney’s Office in the District of New Jersey, and at the
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office. Mr. Choksi was also a Research Editor on
the Rutgers Law Review, Co-Chair of the Public Interest Law Foundation, and
Research Assistant to John J. Farmer, Jr. He is a graduate of Rutgers College (’06)
and Rutgers School of Law – Newark (’10), and a former journalist.

‘12-’13 President-Elect
See bio on page 13.

ALICE H. LEE
‘12-’13 Secretary

JHANICE V. DOMINGO
‘12-’13 Vice President
See bio on page 14.

Alice H. Lee is an associate attorney at McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP. where she focuses her
practice on corporate transactions and construction,
fidelity & surety law. Aside from her construction
practice, Ms. Lee has experience in areas of complex
commercial litigation, trust and estate litigation, and
business disputes. Ms. Lee is fluent in Mandarin Chinese
and served as law clerk to the Honorable Robert H. Gardner, J.S.C., New Jersey
Superior Court, Criminal Division.
Ms. Lee graduated from the City University School of Law in 2009. During law
school, Ms. Lee served as the Captain of her law school’s Moot Court Team in the
Hon. Thomas Tang National Competition, and was the Executive Board Member
of the Asian Pacific American Law Student Association where she organized
many professional networking events and seminars on career development. Ms.
Lee is very active in the Asian Pacific American community, focusing her efforts
primarily on the promotion of networking and business development of young
Asian Pacific American professionals. Ms. Lee is a contributing member of the
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey and she volunteers as
counsel to Project by Project, a national non-profit organization that serves the
national Asian Pacific American community.
Prior to becoming an attorney, she was a professional model with Wilhelmina
Models in New York City where she worked on editorial campaigns for major
fashion companies and magazines.
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2012 - 2013 APALA/NJ Foundation
Executive Board
MICHELLE WU

DAVID KWON

‘12-’13 President

‘12-’13 Treasurer

Michelle Wu is an attorney at Graham Curtin, P.A. in
Morristown, with a practice concentration in corporate
law and immigration law, principally representing
companies and individuals in the petition, change, and
extension of various non-immigrant visas, permanent
residency, and citizenship petitions. Ms. Wu’s work
with corporate clients has included representations of
manufacturers, suppliers, distributors, technology companies and various service
providers in strategic corporate alliances, commercial contracts, cross-border
transactions, and day-to-day corporate counseling.
Ms. Wu served as Judicial Law Clerk for the Honorable Helen E. Hoens,
Appellate Division, Superior Court of New Jersey. During law school, she served
as Judicial Intern for the Honorable Ronald J. Hedges, U.S.M.J., District of
New Jersey. She also served as Managing Development Editor of the Rutgers
Computer & Technology Law Journal. Currently she is the President-Elect
and serves on the Board of Directors of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers
Association/NJ Foundation and is the Co-Chair of APALA/NJ’s Professional
Development Committee.
Ms. Wu received her B.A. from Shanxi University in China with highest honors,
her M.P.H. from Columbia University, and J.D. from Rutgers University School of
Law in Newark. Prior to attending law school, Ms. Wu worked in the health care
industry in New York City and as a legislative assistant for the Chinese legislature.

RAJIV PARIKH
‘12-’13 President-Elect
Rajiv D. Parikh, Associate in the firm’s Newark, New Jersey
office, is a member of the Complex Commercial Litigation
and Construction Law & Litigation Practice Groups. In his
legal practice, Mr. Parikh is experienced in handling a myriad
of litigation matters, including cases involving complex
business disputes, constitutional and first amendment claims,
extortion, securities fraud, intellectual property and licensing
disputes, patent litigation, construction litigation, real property disputes and partnership
divestitures. He regularly appears in the state and federal courts of New Jersey, and
recently was successful in defeating a petition before the United States Supreme Court.
Mr. Parikh has a particular expertise in litigation and counseling on technology issues,
including e-discovery and social media risk and management, internet defamation and
harassment, and related disputes. He also represents candidates and political campaigns in
election related litigation, and is a frequent lecturer on Election Law issues in New Jersey.
Mr. Parikh served as a clerk to the Honorable Tonianne J. Bongiovanni, United States
Magistrate Judge, United States District Court for the District of New Jersey (2005-2007).
Mr. Parikh earned a Juris Doctor degree from Rutgers University School of Law in
2005. He was Editor in Chief of the Rutgers Conflict Resolution Law Journal. He
earned a bachelor’s degree from Rutgers College, Rutgers University, in May, 2001,
and was a representative to the University’s Board of Governors.
Mr. Parikh is a Barrister for the John C. Lifland American Inn of Court and a member
of the Association of the Federal Bar of New Jersey, the Asian Pacific American Lawyers
Association of New Jersey and the South Asian Bar Association of New Jersey. Since
2010, Mr. Parikh has been recognized in New Jersey Monthly Magazine by Super
Lawyers as a Rising Star in Litigation. Also in 2010, he was elected to the Board of
Directors of the Historical Society of the United States District Court for the District of
New Jersey and in 2011 President-Elect of the APALA-NJ Charitable Foundation.
Mr. Parikh is proficient in conversational Gujarati.
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David Kwon is currently employed by ADP, Inc. as a Vice
President and Corporate Counsel, handling litigation,
employment and government regulatory matters. Prior
to joining ADP in June 2011, Mr. Kwon was a Partner
at the law firm of K&L Gates LLP, in its Newark,
New Jersey office. Mr. Kwon joined K&L Gates as
an associate in 2001, and while at K&L, was a part
of its Litigation and White Collar Crime practices. Prior to joining K&L, Mr.
Kwon served as an Assistant District Attorney for the New York County District
Attorney’s Office, serving in the Appeals Bureau, the Trial Division, and the
Special Prosecutions Bureau of the Investigations Division. During this time, Mr.
Kwon also served as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney with the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of New York, and received the U.S. Department of
Justice Award for Public Service. Outside of his practice of law, Mr. Kwon has
sought to remain active in civic activities and community organizations. He has
been an active member of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of NJ
(APALA/NJ), and has served on its Executive Board as a past President, PresidentElect, Vice President and Secretary, as well as member of the Nominations
Committee. Mr. Kwon is also a founding Trustee and Treasurer of the APALA/
NJ Foundation, a recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to carrying out the
charitable and educational mission of APALA/NJ. Mr. Kwon has also served as
a Director and Officer of the Korean American League for Civic Action, and is
presently a Trustee and Officer, and served previously as pro bono Counsel, for
his church, the Morningside United Methodist Church. Mr. Kwon has received
several distinctions through the course of his career, including the APALA/NJ
selection for the 2010 Professional Lawyer of the Year Award from the New
Jersey Commission on Professionalism in the Law, the Best Under 40 Award by
the New Jersey Law Journal, the 40 Under 40 Award by NJBiz, the Seton Hall
University School of Law APALSA Exemplary Service Award, and the Partners in
Justice Award from the Partners for Women and Justice. Mr. Kwon received his
J.D. from the Boston University School of Law in 1995, and his B.A. in Sociology
(with Honors) from Brown University in 1992.

RON CHEN
‘12-’13 Secretary
Ronald Chen returned to the Rutgers School of Law
in Newark, NJ in January 2010 after serving for four
years as the first Public Advocate of New Jersey in 13
years when the Department of the Public Advocate was
restored in 2006. As a member of Governor Corzine’s
Cabinet, he was charged with providing advocacy for a
number of specific constituencies, including elder citizens,
persons with disabilities, mental health services’ consumers, and ratepayers, and
was generally given standing to represent the public interest in legal proceedings.
Prior to becoming the Public Advocate, Dean Chen was the Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs at the law school, with responsibility for overall academic
and curricular operations and policy. Previously, he was Acting Director of the
Minority Student Program, Director of Financial Aid, and an Assistant Professor
of Law. Through all these jobs, he maintained a busy schedule as a law processor,
teaching Contracts, Federal Courts, Constitutional Law and Church-State
Relations. In addition, Dean Chen provided pro bono legal representation to a
host of clients on a range of civil rights and constitutional law cases. Dean Chen
earned a bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College in 1980 and graduated from
Rutgers School of Law-Newark with high honors in 1983, where he was editorin-chief of the Rutgers Law Review and the Saul Tischler Scholar.
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mefiifmp kfwbo LLP
is pleased to support the 2012 Eastern Super Regional Conference
and extends congratulations to the
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey, Inc.

and the
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association

Best wishes for continued success in your advocacy
eﬀorts of diversity in the legal profession
Ari Weisbrot, Esq.
New York, NY • Hackensack, NJ • Garden City, NY
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A TRUE COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY. REAL RESULTS.

We Proudly Support APALA/NJ

APALA NJ

& our partners, Phil Cha and Stella Tsai
Archer & Greiner, is a full-service, regional law firm of more than 200 attorneys with a
network of eight offices and a well-earned reputation for providing high-quality, resultsdriven legal services in a broad range of disciplines and industries. Archer & Greiner
attorneys have been meeting the needs of Fortune 100 companies, small to mediumsized businesses and individuals throughout the region and beyond for more than 80
years.
For more information on our firm call Phil Cha, Esquire at (856) 616-2601 or visit
www.archerlaw.com.
HADDONFIELD PHILADELPHIA HACKENSACK NYC PRINCETON WILMINGTON FLEMINGTON
GEORGETOWN
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We all should know that diversity
makes for a rich tapestry, and
we must understand that all the
threads of the tapestry are equal in
value no matter what their color.
— Maya Angelou

Ballard Spahr is proud to support the 2012
NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference.

Committed to advancing
diversity within our firm
and the profession
Atlanta | Baltimore | Bethesda | Denver | Las Vegas | Los Angeles | New Jersey | Philadelphia | Phoenix | San Diego
Salt Lake City | Washington, DC | Wilmington | www.ballardspahr.com
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Conference Schedule
Thursday, May 31 – CONFERENCE DAY ONE
12:30 p.m.
Golf Event – Stockton Seaview Hotel & Golf Club (Special Appearance by Rebecca Lee Bentham, LPGA)

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Registration – Convention Registration Desk

9:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Welcome Reception – Tiara Ballroom A

Friday, June 1 – conference day two
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Registration – Convention Registration Desk

8:00 a.m. - 8:50 a.m.
Continental Breakfast – Tiara Ballroom

9:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
1st Set of Panel Programs
Hot Topics in Supreme Court Jurisprudence – Diamond AB
The Myth of the Model Minority: Does It Cause Asian Pacific Americans to be
Targeted and How do We Combat it? – dIAMOND cd

10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Break – Tiara Ballroom

10:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
2nd Set of Panel Programs
Social Media and the law – diamond ab
Diversity in Law Firms: How to Capitalize on Diversity Trends to Succeed in
Your Law Firm – diamond cd

12:00 p.m. - 1:20 p.m.
Lunch – Tiara Ballroom

1:30 p.m. - 2:50 p.m.
3rd Set of Panel Programs
Own Your Own Career: Awareness + Aspiration + Achievement = Success –
Diamond ab
Pitch 101: Secrets for Success from In-House Legal Counsel to Small & Solo
Law Firm Practitioners – diamond cd

3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Shopping Excursion – Meet in Hotel Lobby
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6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
“Dinners on Own” (e.g. Practice Group, Affiliates Dinners and Sponsor Dinners)

9:00 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.
2012 HSBC Karaoke “Super Cup” Competition – Grand Ballroom

11:30 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Late Night Cigar Lounge – Rainforest Room

Saturday, June 2 – conference day Three
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Registration – Convention Registration Desk

8:00 a.m. - 8:50 a.m.
Breakfast – Tiara Ballroom

9:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
4th Set of Panel Programs
Hot Topics in Intellectual Property Law in The U.S., Canada and China – diamond ab
Cultivating the Superstar in You – diamond cd

10:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
5th Set of Panel Programs
Building Our Legacy: The Murder of Vincent Chin – presented by the Asian
American Bar Association of NY – Grand Ballroom c
Managing Minority & Women Owned Law Firms in the Current Economy – diamond cd

12:00 p.m. - 1:20 p.m.
Lunch – Tiara Ballroom

1:30 p.m. - 2:50 p.m.
6th Set of Panel Programs
Tips, Tricks, and Traps in Doing Business Abroad – Diamond ab
I.C.E’S Prosecutorial Discretion – Has it Changed the Removal Landscape? – Diamond cd

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Cocktail Reception – Grand Ballroom

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
NAPABA Inaugural Eastern Super Regional Conference Gala & APALA NJ 15th Annual Installation Dinner –
Grand Ballroom

10:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Post Party – Ego Lounge
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Panels

Hot Topics in Supreme Court Jurisprudence

This dynamic panel will address several challenging and controversial cases that have been decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in recent terms or that
are currently pending before the Nation’s highest Court. Timely discussion topics will include Supreme Court decisions impacting campaign finance
and election law, class actions and arbitration, administration law, affirmative action, the Takings Clause, and health care.

Elbert Lin, Esq.
moderator

Partner, Wiley Rein
LLP

Jisha V. Dymond,
Esq.
Counsel, Genova,
Bums, Giantomasi
& Webster

Mr. Lin has significant experience before federal and state courts and administrative agencies. He assists clients
with a wide variety of litigation and regulatory matters, with a particular expertise in administrative, appellate and
constitutional law. Prior to joining Wiley Rein as a partner, he was a law clerk to Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas and a trial attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice.
Mr. Lin earned his J.D. from Yale Law School, and B.A., magna cum laude, Yale University.

Jisha V. Dymond is Counsel to Genova Burns Giantomasi & Webster and a member of the firm’s Corporate
Political Activity and Appellate Practice Groups. Ms. Dymond advises companies, nonprofit organizations, trade
associations and PACs on political activity, including campaign finance, lobbying, and pay-to-play laws. Ms.
Dymond also represents and advises candidates and elected officials on state and federal campaign finance law and
ethics obligations, including representing clients before various government agencies including the Federal Election
Commission, NYC Campaign Finance Board, NY State Board of Elections and NJ Election Law Enforcement
Commission. Ms. Dymond’s experience also includes litigation; she has successfully briefed and argued several
cases before the NY Appellate Division. Ms. Dymond is the editor of GBGW’s blog, corporatepoliticalactivitylaw.
com.
Ms. Dymond has served as Secretary for the Committee on Election Law at the New York County Lawyer’s
Association and the Special Committee on Election Law at the New York City Bar Association.
Ms. Dymond earned her B.S. degree in Finance from Depaul University in 2000. She received her J.D., cum laude,
from New York Law School in 2003 where she was the Executive Editor of the New York Law School Journal of
Human Rights. Ms. Dymond was inducted into the Order of the Barrister in recognition of her written and oral
advocacy, and was President of the NYLS South Asian Law Students Association from 2001-2002. Ms. Dymond
was chosen by her peers and law school administration to be the student commencement speaker at graduation.

Brian J. Wong,
Esq.
Associate, Mayer
Brown LLP

Brian Wong is an associate in the Litigation and Supreme Court & Appellate practices of the Washington office of
Mayer Brown. He has drafted briefs in a variety of state and federal courts, including state appellate courts, several
US Courts of Appeals, and the US Supreme Court, which have involved a wide range of subject matters, including
pleading standards for antitrust claims, Daubert and the admissibility of expert testimony, Article III standing,
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, the False Claims Act, federal preemption, choice-of-law, voter
registration, the provision of counsel for pro se civil litigants, attorney-client privilege, class certification, and the
enforcement of judgments.
Prior to joining Mayer Brown in 2008, Brian clerked for the Honorable Raymond C. Fisher, US Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Mr. Wong earned his J.D. from Yale Law School, and AB, magna cum laude,
from Harvard University.
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IF YOU ARE IN‐HOUSE COUNSEL, YOU SHOULD BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
ONLY ASSOCIATION DEDICATED TO MEETING YOUR NEEDS

The New Jersey Corporate Counsel Association
Joseph M. Aronds, President
Benefits of membership include:













Dozens of half‐day and full‐day continuing legal education (CLE) programs and seminars geared solely to the
needs of in‐house counsel. NJCCA is an approved CLE provider for New Jersey and New York.
Opportunities for networking, benchmarking and idea exchanges.
NJCCA hosts the following annual major events for its members.
May – Spring Cocktail Reception
June – Golf Outing
August – Build‐A‐Backpack Campaign for needy children
September – All Day CLE Conference
Holiday Book Wrapping for children in shelters
November – Annual Dinner
Listserve for local in‐house job opportunities.
NJCCA Monthly Newsletter publishing substantive legal articles on timely topics, member notes, member
profiles, program notices, OVERRULED! and many other features of interest to the in‐house bar.
Virtual Library ‐‐‐InfoPAKS, ACC Newstand, and other on‐line resources aimed at in‐house counsel.
Membership Directory of more than 1,200 in‐house counsel at more than 450 companies.
Opportunities to become involved with substantive committees: Career Management, Commercial Law,
Corporate Governance, Diversity and Minority Bar Relations, Environmental, Health & Safely, Ethics &
Compliance, Intellectual Property, International Law, Labor & Employment, Life Sciences, Litigation/ADR, Non‐
Profits Organization, Pro Bono and Outreach, Real Estate, Small Law Department, Technology Law and Women’s
Networking.
NJCCA speaks out on issues affecting your ability to practice law, including attorney‐client privilege, in‐house
counsel limited licensure, and multi‐jurisdictional practice.
NJCCA is the New Jersey Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) serving Northern and Central
New Jersey. ACC membership* entitles you to all the services provided by ACC and your NJCCA Chapter, all at
the cost of $295 per person per year. ACC has over 29,000 members worldwide
*Large Law Department rates are available. Also note the ACC In‐Transition Policy on membership renewal.

For more information regarding NJCCA visit www.acc.com or contact:
Gail Girard, Executive Director
NJCCA 15 Pierhead Drive, Barnegat, NJ 08005
Phone: (609) 312‐7772, Fax: (609‐607‐0236
njcca@comcast.net
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Panels

The Myth of the Model Minority: Does it Target Asian
Pacific Americans and How Do We Combat It?

This panel will discuss the multidimensional forms of racial discrimination that affect the APA community, criminal and civil remedies, political
advocacy, and community-based approaches to combat the victimization of Asians within our community.

Jennifer Lin
moderator

Assistant District
Attorney,
Philadelphia District
Attorney’s Office

Jennifer Lin is the 2012 President of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania (APABA-PA)
and has been a long-standing and active member of the organization’s Executive and Community Outreach
Committees. Lin serves as an Assistant District Attorney in the Law Division’s Civil Litigation Unit of the
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. She is also Chairperson of the Asian Outreach Program at the Philadelphia
DA’s Office. As chairperson of the Asian Outreach Committee, she regularly facilitates correspondence between
community agencies and the DA’s Office regarding matters pertaining to APA victims/witnesses. She also
regularly assists and monitors cases involving Mandarin-speaking victims/witnesses. Lin has further facilitated
and moderated the annual trainings provided to Assistant DA’s at the DA’s Office, as well as facilitating and
participating on panels outside the office including a “Safety Seminar” presented to the APA community by the
Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office, workshops geared towards APA students on the role of a prosecutor at
the Philadelphia DA’s Office hosted by the National Asian Pacific American Law Students Association as well
as local community organizations, and a Hate Crimes Seminar hosted jointly with the Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation. She also served on the Advisory Panel for the Organization of Chinese Americans of
Greater Philadelphia’s Anti-Hate Crimes Training Session in 2007.
Lin is the recipient of the 2010 Philadelphia Coalition for Victim Advocacy’s Lynne Abraham Prosecutor Award.
She is also a 2009 Lawyer on the Fast Track awarded by the Pennsylvania Law Weekly and Legal Intelligencer. Lin
received a B.A. in Government from Cornell University and her J.D. from Washington University School of Law.

Tsiwen M. Law
Law & Associates
LLC

Mr. Law is a civil trial lawyer with his law firm, Law & Associates, L.L.C. He served two years as chairman of the
Pennsylvania Bar Assn (PBA) Civil and Equal Rights Committee and one year as co-chair of the 2008 Mid-year
Meeting. He has been co-chair and chair of NAPABA’s Civil Rights Committee for thirteen years. He has lobbied
the Pa General Assembly and Congress on behalf of the PBA and NAPABA. He is a past chairman of the Minority
Bar Committee, past vice chair of the PBA’s Long Range Planning Committee, past at-large governor of the PBA
Board, past member of the PBA House Credentials Committee, past House delegate for Zone One, past member
of the PBA Task Force on Diversity, and a member of the Task Force on Needs of Middle Income Persons. He
chaired Mayor Wilson Goode’s Commission on Asian American Affairs for three years. In 2009, Mayor Michael
Nutter appointed him to the reconstituted Commission on Asian American Affairs. Mr. Law is a graduate of
the University of California Berkeley, the University of Michigan School of Public Health, and the University of
Pennsylvania Law School.
Mr. Law is the recipient of the NAPABA Presidential Award 2009, the Pennsylvania Bar Assn 2009 Community
Builders Award, the Philadelphia Bar Assn 2008 Wachovia Fidelity Award, NAPABA’s 2001 Trailblazer Award, the
1994 AABADV Conscience of the Bar Award, and the Asian American Educator’s 1991 Community Service Award.
He has served on the boards of the Philadelphia Bar Association, Philadelphia Legal Assistance Corporation,
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Organization of Chinese Americans, Greater Philadelphia, the Greater
Philadelphia Cantonese Academy, the U.S. Kuoshu Federation, and the Philadelphia Workforce Investment Board.
He is a past chairman of the Philadelphia Bar Association Public Interest Section.

Kay Kyungsun
Yu
Chairperson,
Philadelphia
Commission on
Human Relations

Kay Kyungsun Yu is the first Asian American to serve as Chairperson of the Philadelphia Commission on Human
Relations. She was appointed to serve as a Commissioner by Mayor Michael A. Nutter in July 2008 and then
named as the Chairperson in March 2009.
The Commission reached two major milestones in March 2011. First, the Commission released its report, “Widening
the Circle of Our Concern: Public Perceptions of the School District of Philadelphia’s Response to Intergroup
Conflicts.” Second, landmark legislation was passed completely overhauling and expanding the protections of and
remedies under the Fair Practices Ordinance, the civil rights law of Philadelphia enforced by the Commission.
In 2012, the Commission launched a major initiative jointly with the School District of Philadelphia to deliver
essential training on how to address harassment and bullying in our public schools. The Commission also was
designated as the agency to enforce the requirements of Ban the Box, the City’s law that limits employers’ ability to
inquire into the criminal records of potential employees.
Born in Seoul, Korea, Kay moved to the States when she was a small child and grew up in Seattle. A graduate
of Columbia College and the Georgetown University Law Center, Kay began practicing law in Connecticut in
1993. In 1999, Kay moved to Philadelphia. While in private practice until August 2010, Kay focused on litigation
involving claims under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA), COBRA, FMLA, ADA, ADEA,
and Title VII.
In 2008, Kay was President of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Pennsylvania. The Legal Intelligencer
named Kay one of Pennsylvania’s Diversity Attorneys of the Year in 2009 and a Woman of Distinction in 2010.
Currently, she serves on the Board of Governors of the Philadelphia Bar Association.
Kay is a five-time finisher of IronMan distance triathlons and is an avid marathoner, having completed over 25
marathons and qualified for and ran the Boston Marathon each year since 2006.
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Pearl Kim
Assistant District
Attorney, Office
of the District
Attorney, Delaware
County, PA

Pearl Kim currently works as an Assistant District Attorney in the Office of the District Attorney, Delaware
County, PA in the Special Victims and Domestic Violence Division. As a special victims unit prosecutor, Ms. Kim
handles Protection From Abuse matters, child physical and sexual abuse, domestic violence, rape, and Internet
Crimes Against Children cases. In an effort to more effectively reach out to underrepresented communities, she
was designated the Asian Outreach Liaison and has been cross deputized as a Special Assistant District Attorney in
Montgomery County, PA.
Ms. Kim was appointed to serve on the Joint State Government Commission’s Advisory Committee on Human
Trafficking and to report back to the PA Senate any recommendations for changes in state law, policies, and
procedures. Ms. Kim serves on the Executive Committee of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of
Pennsylvania, the Board of Directors for the Institute for the Advancement of Women in Law Enforcement, the
Board of Directors for the Pearl S. Buck International, and is on the leadership board for the Villanova Law
Minority Alumni Society.
Pearl Kim obtained her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law where she was the recipient of the Villanova
Achievement Scholarship, and received her B.A. from Bryn Mawr College. The Legal Intelligencer has recognized
Ms. Kim as one of the 2011 Lawyers on the Fast Track and as one of 2011 Diverse Attorneys of the Year. She
has spoken at several national conferences on issues relating to human trafficking and sexual violence and most
recently was profiled on a nationally recognized blog as a result of her advocacy efforts in combating criminal
activity specifically targeting Asians in the Philadelphia area.

David Oh

David Oh is a Councilman At-Large. He is the first Asian-American elected to political office in Philadelphia.

Councilman AtLarge, Philadelphia,
PA

David’s father, the late Reverend Ki Hang Oh, founded Philadelphia’s first Korean-American church in 1953
and served as its Pastor until his death in 2006. In 1958, David’s cousin, In Ho Oh, a graduate student at the
University of Pennsylvania, was murdered by a group of teenage boys while mailing a letter to his parents. In Ho
Oh’s parents requested leniency for the boys and started a fund to help educate and rehabilitate them upon their
release. Rev. Oh started a community service center in his name. In Ho Oh is buried at historic Old Pine Cemetery
where his tombstone simply reads, “To turn sorrow into Christian purpose”.
David began his legal career while still in law school by starting a volunteer, free legal aid program. For this and
other works, David received a Human Rights Award from the Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations.
After graduating from law school, he worked as a Philadelphia Assistant District Attorney. In 1988, David
resigned to enlist in the U.S. Army. David graduated from Officer Candidate School and was commissioned a 2nd
Lieutenant (Infantry). In 1991, David was activated with his National Guard unit, the 20th Special Forces Group,
for Operation Desert Storm (David was not Special Forces Qualified). Upon returning to Philadelphia, David
reopened his solo law practice. David managed his firm for 18 years and then, in 2008, merged it into Zarwin
Baum DeVito Kaplan Schaer Toddy, PC.
David’s other awards include The Young Leaders Award from the Philadelphia Chapter of the U.S. Jaycees,
Humanitarian Award from the National Conference of Christians and Jews, Public Service Award from the
Fraternal Order of Housing Police, Special Recognition Award from 6ABC, and the Outstanding Service Award
from the Pan Asian Council of Greater Philadelphia.
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Panels

Social Media and the Law

This panel presentation brings together several attorneys from various disciplines and perspectives to discuss the significant impact that social media
is having on the legal profession, the practice of law, and clients.

Edward S.
Cheng, Esq.
Partner, Sherin &
Lodgen LLP

Mr. Cheng is a partner in the litigation department of Sherin and Lodgen LLP. He specializes in complex
commercial disputes, legal malpractice cases, title insurance disputes, and real estate litigation. He has also
represented attorneys in disciplinary proceedings before the Board of Bar Overseers.
Some representative cases that Mr. Cheng has handled include: winning a $1.68 million judgment on behalf of a
real estate brokerage against a developer after three-day arbitration before the American Arbitration Association;
winning summary judgment in defending a Bankruptcy Trustee against claims amounting to over $1 million
brought by a non-party plaintiff; and winning a jury trial verdict on a contract and fraud case for over $500,000.
Mr. Cheng has been an active member of national and local bar organizations, including the American Bar
Association, the Boston Bar Association, and the Asian-American Lawyers Association of Massachusetts.
In addition, he has been appointed to serve on the Joint Bar Committee on Judicial Appointments for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the State Ballot Law Commission for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and the Client Security Board. Mr. Cheng has served as a hearing officer for the Board of Bar Overseers for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts since 2008.
Mr. Cheng graduated magna cum laude from Boston College Law School in 1996 and he graduated from
Princeton University in 1989. He was a Notes Editor for the Boston College Law Review and received the White,
Inker and Aronson Graduation Award from the law school faculty. From 1996 through 1997, Mr. Cheng clerked
for Justice Margaret Marshall on the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts.
Mr. Cheng is rated as an AV attorney by Martindale-Hubbell, and has been named as a “Massachusetts Super
Lawyer” since 2009.

Ryan J. Cooper
Associate,
Lowenstein Sandler

Ryan J. Cooper is an associate in the firm’s Litigation Department. Mr. Cooper provides problem solving, strategic
advice and counseling to domestic and international entities involved in disputes and litigation in areas such as
government and regulatory investigations, insurance recovery, contract, products liability and securities matters.
Mr. Cooper’s broad-based commercial litigation experience includes representation of some of the world’s
largest financial institutions in complex contract disputes, sensitive and high-profile corporate investigations, and
representations in federal and states courts throughout the United States. Mr. Cooper has successfully litigated
matters involving securities fraud and products liability claims, handled contract rescission and breach of contract
cases, and played a significant role in obtaining a partial summary judgment in excess of $30 million on behalf of a
client seeking redress for breach of contract.
Prior to joining Lowenstein Sandler, Mr. Cooper served as an associate at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in New
York, New York. He previously served as a law clerk to the Honorable Renée Marie Bumb in the U.S. District
Court for the District of New Jersey.

Evan Y. Liu,
M.D., J.D.

Evan Y. Liu, M.D., J.D., is a 2006 graduate of the Widener University School of Law as well as a 1984 graduate of
the Pennsylvania State University/Jefferson Medical College 5-Year Cooperative Program. Prior to being admitted
to practice law in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Dr. Liu was a 15-year veteran of full time Emergency Medicine
practice in the Delaware Valley and has been a board certified Family Practitioner. He has completed an internship
in General Surgery and a residency in Family Medicine, and was the Assistant Director of Delaware County
Memorial Hospital’s Emergency Department. He has also served as Clinical Assistant Professor of Emergency
Medicine at Hahnemann University Hospital, and currently participates as an Adjunct Professor of Health
Law and a guest lecturer at the Widener University School of Law, covering such topics such as the MCARE
and Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Acts, patient safety and medical errors, and the effect of
malpractice litigation on physician behavior.
Additionally, he has earned a Masters of Science in Information Science from the Pennsylvania State University,
concentrating on the security, privacy, and patient safety issues relevant to medical information systems. As a
law student, Dr. Liu was an intern in the law department of Genesis Health Care Systems, Inc., Kennett Square,
PA, focusing on physician credentialing, discipline, and reporting under the Health Care Quality Improvement
Act, employee and independent contractor compensation and taxation issues. He has also performed as research
assistant to Professor Robert Hayman, concentrating on constitutional law issues.
In 2010, 2011, and 2012, Dr. Liu was named a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer® Rising Star by Thomson Reuters,
published annually in Philadelphia magazine.

Rajiv D. Parikh
Genova Burns
Giantomasi &
Webster
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See bio on page 16.

Equally
Securing equal rights requires more than just zealous advocacy and commitment to
justice, it requires attorneys who understand that representation demands strategies as
diverse as their clients and themselves. At Pepper, this makes us more than a partner,
it makes us an ally. We’re proud to be an ally with the National Asian Pacific American
Bar Association’s Eastern Super Regional Conference in its efforts to promote and
protect fairness and equality for all.

www.pepperlaw.com
Berwyn | Boston | Detroit | Harrisburg | New York | Orange County | Philadelphia | Pittsburgh | Princeton | Washington | Wilmington
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Panels

Diversity in law firms: How to Capitalize on Diversity
Trends to Succeed in Your Law Firm

This panel will discuss what new programs firms have put in place to promote diversity, how clients are responding, and whether the diversity programs
are succeeding. The panel will exchange ideas on what firms and companies can do to improve their diversity efforts, and more importantly, how
diverse attorneys can effectively use the emphasis on diversity to advance their careers.

Alice h. lee

See bio on page 15.

moderator

Associate, McElroy
Deutsch, Mulvaney
& Carpenter, LLP

Benjamin Hsing
Partner, Kaye
Scholer, LLP

Benjamin C. Hsing is a partner with Kaye Scholer. Mr. Hsing’s practice focuses on litigation and trials before the
U.S. district courts and the U.S. International Trade Commission, and appeals to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit, concentrating on enforcement of U.S. patent rights. In a recent patent trial victory, the trial judge
commented that Mr. Hsing’s direct examination of an expert witness “was wonderful” and that he “never [has]
seen such a thorough examination of a witness in [his] life.”
Mr. Hsing counsels a variety of U.S. and international clients regarding U.S. intellectual property law by providing
them with infringement, validity, enforceability and clearance opinions, and by advising them in licensing and
antitrust matters. Mr. Hsing also has extensive experience in conducting intellectual property due diligence
investigations in connection with acquistions and licensing deals. He also counsels and assists clients in procuring
both U.S. and foreign patents.
Mr. Hsing’s practice has encompassed an array of technologies, including chemicals, biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, polymers and semiconductors. For example, he has counseled clients and litigated in the fields
of pharmaceutical compounds and formulations, genetically engineered seeds, industrial and environmental
catalysts, fibers, memory chips, and imaging devices. He obtained invaluable experience in the prosecution of
patent applications before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office by serving as a Patent Examiner for four years.
Mr. Hsing is a former member of the Council of the Intellectual Property Law Section of the American Bar
Association. In 2009 he was selected by Super Lawyers for the fourth consecutive year.

Peter K. Kim
Senior Corporate
Counsel, Pfizer

William
Simonitsch
Partner, K&L
Gates, LLP
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Peter K. Kim serves as Senior Corporate Counsel in the Employment Law Group of Pfizer’s Legal Division. Peter
leads Pfizer’s employment compliance group which seeks to ensure that Pfizer honors its commitment to provide
equal employment opportunities to its employees. Peter advises Pfizer’s Diversity and Inclusion office, Pfizer’s
talent organization, and provides employment law advice to Emerging Markets businesses in Asia. Before joining
Pfizer, Peter worked at Nestle USA in Glendale , California as employment law counsel. At Nestle, Peter provided
employment law support for Nestle Waters, Nestle Purina, and Nestle frozen foods businesses. Peter received his
JD from University of California, Hastings College of the Law, and his BA in International Political Science from
the University of California, Los Angeles.

Mr. Simonitsch represents businesses and their principals in commercial and insolvency-related disputes. He
regularly litigates in federal and state court on a widearray of matters, and has extensive experience representing
secured and unsecured creditors in bankruptcy, state court liquidation, and commercial foreclosure actions.
Among other things, Mr. Simonitsch has brought and defended actions regarding broken contracts, fraud,
deceptive and unfair trade practices, commercial leases, wage and hour violations, accountant liability, and
judgment collections. He has also litigated construction lien foreclosures, construction defect and delay claims, and
retainage issues for general contractors, subcontractors, and materialmen. In bankruptcy court, Mr. Simonitsch
regularly represents banks, private equity investors, asset-based lenders, and other creditors in proceedings under
Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code, including stay relief motions, use of cash collateral, asset sales, preference
claims, and fraudulent transfer actions. He also gives strategic advice to companies that conduct business with
financially distressed entities. Mr. Simonitsch currently serves as the chair of the firm’s Asian American Attorney
Affinity Group.

Susan Kim
Partner, Bingham
McCutchen, LLP

Susan Kim is a partner in Bingham’s Litigation Area where she represents commercial entities in high-stakes
litigation, complex financial and regulatory matters, and Chapter 11 cases in numerous jurisdictions. Ms. Kim
represents clients in federal and state courts, arbitrations and other proceedings.
Ms. Kim has recently worked on the high profile Deepwater Horizon oil spill multidistrict litigation in the
Eastern District of Louisiana. Ms. Kim has also worked on several seminal appeals in the United States Supreme
Court as well as cases in the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, Seventh and Ninth Circuits, including Federal
Communications Commission v. Nextwave, In re Vickie Lynn Marshall, a/k/a Anna Nicole Smith, In re Kmart
Corp., and In re Pacific Gas & Electric.
Ms. Kim has been named one of Connecticut’s “New Leaders of the Law” and one of Connecticut’s high-achieving
women in the legal profession by the Connecticut Law Tribune. Ms. Kim, a past president and current board of
directors member of CAPABA, is a recipient of NAPABA’s Best Lawyers Under 40 Award.
Ms. Kim has also been recognized by the Chief Justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court for her contribution
to improving diversity within the state’s court system. Ms. Kim has served on the firm’s diversity and hiring
committees in addition to heading the Hartford office’s women’s initiative in her effort to promote diversity within
the firm. Ms. Kim also serves as a mentor to law students and associates within and outside of the firm, and is a
recipient of the firm’s outstanding mentor award. Ms. Kim has participated in numerous panels addressing career
development and diversity issues, including a symposium hosted by the Connecticut Bar Association entitled
“Why Women Walk: The Female Brain Drain from the Profession and How to Stop It.”

Chinh H. Pham
Shareholder,
Greenberg Traurig

Chinh H. Pham heads Greenberg Traurig’s nanotechnology practice. He is a registered patent attorney with
particular experience in the strategic creation, implementation, and protection of intellectual property rights for
high technology and life science clients.
Chinh advises clients, ranging from start-ups to established companies, on the creation and development of patent
portfolios through the preparation and filing of patent applications, the acquisition and exploitation of intellectual
property rights through licensing and strategic collaboration agreements, and the preparation of invalidity,
non-infringement, and freedom-to-operate opinions. Chinh also counsels clients on IP due diligence through the
evaluation of client and competitor portfolios.
Chinh further assists start up clients with strategies for leveraging their IP portfolio for high-value commercial
opportunities, introducing them to funding sources, either through the venture community or the government, as
well as identifying and establishing strategic alliances.
Chinh’s areas of concentration are Patent Prosecution and Opinions, IP Due Diligence, Technology Transfer,
Strategic Business Alliances and Collaborations, and Trademark Prosecution.
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Panels

Own Your Own Career:
Awareness+Aspiration+Achievement=Success

This panel focuses on what you can do today to find rewarding and meaningful work. The panel will introduce you to a simple formula: Awareness (How
well do you know yourself?) + Aspiration (What are your aspirations?) + Achievement (How will you get there?) = Career Success and Satisfaction. You will
interact with panelists, each of whom is “doing what they love to do.” They will share their perspectives on finding and maintaining satisfying careers.

Kent K.
Matsumoto
moderator

Associate General
Counsel, Wolters
Kluwer Health &
Pharma Solutions

Douglas K. Chia
Corporate Secretary
and Assistant
General Counsel,
Johnson & Johnson

Kent K. Matsumoto, most recently was Associate General Counsel and senior lawyer for Wolters Kluwer Health
& Pharma Solutions, a Pennsylvania-based provider of information, tools and solutions for professionals
and students in medicine, nursing and the pharmaceutical industry, and a $1.1 billion division of Wolters
Kluwer, headquartered in Amsterdam. He previously was Vice President, General Counsel & Secretary for the
Americas region of Mayne Pharma Limited, a developer and manufacturer of specialty oncology products and
Australian Stock Exchange corporation. Prior to Mayne, Mr. Matsumoto was Senior Director of Intellectual
Property at PhRMA, the research-based pharmaceutical company trade association; Division Counsel for the
U.S. Pharmaceutical Division of Alpharma Inc.; and General Counsel and Secretary for TSI TelSys, a satellite
technology start-up company. Mr. Matsumoto was in private law practice during the first 10 years of his career. He
was born in Arlington, Virginia, attended The American School in Japan for nine years, and is a graduate of the
University of Virginia and the University of Michigan Law School.

Douglas K. Chia is Assistant General Counsel & Corporate Secretary at Johnson & Johnson, the world’s most
comprehensive and broadly-based manufacturer of health care products, headquartered in New Brunswick, New
Jersey. His responsibilities include providing legal counsel to the corporation on matters of corporate governance,
securities regulation, public company disclosure, and Sarbanes-Oxley Act compliance.
Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson, Mr. Chia was Assistant General Counsel, Corporate at Tyco International. In
private practice, Mr. Chia was an associate at the law firms of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett and Clifford Chance,
practicing in the New York and Hong Kong offices of each firm. While in private practice, Mr. Chia provided legal
counsel to issuers and underwriters on securities offerings and cross-border transactions.
Mr. Chia will serve as Chairman for the 2012 National Conference for the Society of Corporate Secretaries &
Governance Professionals. Mr. Chia is also a member of the Corporate & Securities Law Committee of the
Association of Corporate Counsel, as well as a member of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association
(NAPABA).
In 2008, Mr. Chia was the recipient of Corporate Secretary magazine’s “Rising Star” award and named by
NAPABA as one of the “Best Lawyers Under 40.” In 2010, Mr. Chia was named a “Rising Star of Corporate
Governance” by the Millstein Center for Corporate Governance and Performance at the Yale School of
Management. Mr. Chia was recognized by Directorship magazine as one of the 100 “most influential people in
corporate governance and the boardroom” in 2009, 2010 and 2011. Mr. Chia recently served as a member of the
New York Stock Exchange’s Commission on Corporate Governance.
Mr. Chia received his AB from Dartmouth College and his JD from the Georgetown University Law Center.

Sun E. Choi
Principal and
Founder, The
Metropolitan Law
Group
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Sun E. Choi is a trial attorney and certified mediator, licensed in DC and MD. She is the founding member and
managing partner of the Metropolitan Law Group, LLC, that has expanded to seven attorneys and two offices.
Ms. Choi earned her B.S. from the University of Virginia, the McIntire School of Commerce and then earned
her J.D. from American University, the Washington College of Law. Upon graduation, she clerked for Chief
Judge Eugene N. Hamilton of Superior Court in the District of Columbia. Ms. Choi then worked in various
small firms honing in on her trial skills and worked as a prosecutor in Frederick, Maryland before opening her
own practice in 2003. With nearly 16 years experience, Ms. Choi’s areas of practice are criminal defense and
complex domestic matters. In November 2010, Ms. Choi was invited by the Ministry of Justice to be their first
female fellow to provide lectures and research to senior public prosecutors of the Republic of Korea, at the Legal
Research and Training Institute. In her fellowship, she lectured to prosecutors, as well as, law students regarding
criminal law and jury trials. Her fellowship was extended two months so that she could provide assistance with
the organization of the 4th World Summit of Prosecutors General that was held in July 2011. Ms. Choi was
able to accept her fellowship while managing her practice remotely from S. Korea. For nearly 9 years, Ms. Choi
has been developing a cloud computing way of operating her practice and created an online manual that allows
her flexibility to work anywhere in the world. This flexibility allows her to pursue her deepest passions and
interests. Ms. Choi is the former president of APABA-MD and is active in the various specialty bar associations
in the DC metro area.

Sumeeta A.
Gawande
Founder, Law
Practice of Sumeeta
A. Gawande, LLC

During her periodic visits to her father’s birth village in India, Sumeeta Gawande witnessed the disparity between
her life and the lives of the village women. While Sumeeta attended a college of her choosing and ultimately
became a lawyer, the village women repeated the daily routine of walking barefoot to the waterhole where animals
bathed and carrying home water to prepare the evening’s meal. She observed her father return regularly to India
to build a dam, a well, a primary school and, eventually, to join the efforts of the local farming community to build
the only college in the 8,000 square mile region (www.GSGUmarkhed.com). When Sumeeta’s father died last year,
she knew her life would not feel complete unless she continued the work her father had started.
In December 2011, after serving six years as a partner at Greenberg Dauber Epstein & Tucker specializing in
business litigation, Sumeeta formed her own law firm, the Law Practice of Sumeeta A. Gawande LLC (www.
gawandelaw.com), and became Strategic Advisor to GSG College in Umarkhed, Maharastra, India.
Sumeeta is a graduate of Cornell University (B.A. 1990) and Rutgers School of Law-Newark (J.D. 1995). She
clerked for the Honorable Ronald L. Ellis, in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New
York, and for the Honorable Naomi G. Eichen, in the New Jersey Superior Court, Appellate Division. In 2006
and 2007, she was named a “Rising Star” by New Jersey Monthly Magazine, and in 2006 was recognized for her
professional achievement by APALA/NJ.

Audrey S. Lee
Vice President,
Hyun & Associates

Audrey Lee, Vice President of Hyun & Associates, is a leadership and diversity strategist, bringing nearly 20 years
of business experience and cultural expertise to her consulting practice with Fortune 500 companies. A seasoned
stage performer, she also translates her on-stage experiences to programs that focus on effective communications
and executive presence.
She is a frequent speaker at international conferences, corporate initiatives, and community events. Prior to joining
Hyun & Associates, she managed key marketing initiatives in high technology companies such as Adaptec, Fujitsu,
Philips and Raychem.
Ms. Lee is a graduate of Georgetown University’s Leadership Coaching Program, and also holds dual degrees
in Spanish and Music from Indiana University. She currently serves on the Advisory Board for the New York
Asian Women’s Center (NYAWC), and is an adjunct faculty member at Cornell University, ILR School and the
Conference Board.

Michael K.
Tucker
EVP and General
Counsel, AvisBudget

Michael K. Tucker is executive vice president and general counsel for Avis Budget Group, the parent company of
the Avis Rent A Car, Budget Rent A Car and Budget Truck Rental subsidiary brands. In his position Mr. Tucker
is responsible for the legal affairs of the Company, including management of its franchising and other contracts,
litigation, government relations and information security.
Prior to joining Avis Budget Group, Mr. Tucker was in private practice serving as managing partner at the law firm
of Tucker Associates, and of counsel to the law firm of Lowe & Savage, where he represented private and public
entities, handling corporate, securities, finance and commercial transaction matters. His long tenure as a corporate
attorney includes service as division general counsel with Tyco International, Ltd. Mr. Tucker also served in senior
legal positions with General Electric Company, including division senior counsel of GE Transportation and senior vice
president and general counsel of GE Capital International Services. Before working as a corporate attorney, Mr. Tucker
was a member of the law firms of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, Bingham Dana LLP, and Csaplar & Bok.
Mr. Tucker received his Juris Doctorate degree from Boston University and a Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University.
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Pitch 101: Secrets for Success From In-House Legal Counsel to
Small & Solo Law Firm Practitioners

Asian American lawyers are increasingly opening up their own firms. This entrepreneurial spirit coupled with strong and sophisticated practices
and skills have increasingly made APA-owned law firms attractive candidates to provide legal services. At this time, in-house legal departments are
under pressure to cut outside legal expenses and diversify their law firm vendors. However, some leaders in the in-house bar have recognized these
needs before the word “diversity” became commonplace in corporate legal departments. This panel features highly influential in-house counsel who
were early visionaries and supporters of APA-owned solo and small firms. They will provide intimate secrets on how solo & small firms, who lack the
marketing resources of a large firm, can successfully pitch and obtain work from corporate legal departments.

Michael Yim
moderator

Yim & Chuang LLP

Don H. Liu
General Counsel
& Secretary,
Xerox Corp.

Michael is a partner and co-founder of Yim & Chuang LLP. He is experienced in a broad range of labor and
employment law matters. Prior to founding the firm, Michael was a solo practitioner and was associated with New
York based boutique labor and employment firms. He received his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law,
where he was a Joseph R. Crowley Scholar and recipient of the Dean’s Special Achievement Award. He received
his B.A. from Fordham University. He is currently co-chair of NAPABA’s Solo & Small Firm Committee and a
Regional Governor for the International Association of Korean Lawyers.

Don H. Liu is general counsel and secretary for Xerox Corporation. He is also a corporate senior vice president
of the corporation. Liu joined Xerox in June 2007. Liu oversees the legal affairs of the corporation, including
litigation and patent acquisition. He also manages governance and regulatory compliance for the board of
directors and is responsible for Xerox’s ethic program, government affairs and public policy activities on domestic
and international affairs.
Liu earned his juris doctor degree from Columbia University School of Law and a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Haverford College. He is affiliated with professional and not-for-profit organizations, including the Connecticut Bar
Foundation, the Minority Corporate Counsel Association and the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association.
He is also the vice chairman of the Asian American Diversity Advisory Council for Comcast Corporation.

Linda Enn Lu
Senior Attorney,
Allstate Insurance
Company

Michael yap
Chief Legal Officer,
Prudential Financial
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Linda Lu is lead counsel for Product Operations Contract Strategy & Execution at Allstate Insurance Company.
She partners with business units to develop and implement new product launches and enhancements to
existing product lines, targeting growth and improving customer experience. Previously, Linda was a Senior
Attorney with the Corporate Litigation Division, where she managed nationwide and statewide class actions
challenging Allstate’s policies, practices, and procedures, and appeals of first impression. Linda chairs the legal
department’s PLF Diversity Committee, responsible for the Dual Diversity Scorecard and promoting diversity
amongst Allstate’s outside counsel. Prior to Allstate, Linda was a litigator at the Chicago firm of Lowis & Gellen
representing pharmaceutical and hospital clients. Linda is an officer of the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association (NAPABA), a national organization which advocates for the legal needs and interests of the APA
community and represents the interests of over 40,000 attorneys. Linda was also the President of the Asian
American Bar Association in Chicago, and Chair of the Chinese American Professional Association. She served
on the Steering Committee of the Alliance of Bar Associations which evaluates judicial candidates. Linda was
Vice President of the Board of Governors of The University of Chicago Alumni Association. Linda graduated,
with honors, from The University of Chicago, and the Georgetown Law Center. She was named one of NAPABA’s
2008 “Best Lawyers Under 40”.

Steve Chung
Media Counsel,
NBCUniversal

Lynnette C.
Sarno
Senior Employment
Counsel, MacQuarie
Bank

Steve Chung is an attorney for NBCUniversal and is the lead lawyer for the TODAY Show, the Owned
Television Stations group and is also a supervising attorney for the Jerry Springer Show, Steve Wilkos and the
Maury Povich Show. He advises reporters and producers on a daily basis and provides counsel on everything
from breaking news stories to investigative reports. Prior to serving as counsel for NBCUniversal, Steve was a
litigator at Davis Wright Tremaine, focusing his practice on client counseling and defending media companies.
Steve is a graduate of the University of Michigan and Harvard Law School and clerked for a federal judge in the
Northern District of California.

Lynette Sarno is the Senior Employment Counsel with Macquarie Bank. Previously, Ms. Sarno was a partner in
the Labor & Employment Group of Seyfarth Shaw’s New York office. Ms. Sarno is currently president of the
Asian American Law Fund of New York and was previously a Director of the Asian American Bar Association of
New York. She is a graduate of Hofstra University School of Law and received her undergraduate degree from the
University of California, Irvine.

Parkin Lee
Chief Legal Officer,
The Rockefeller
Group
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WM
S&R

Wiley Malehorn Sirota & Raynes
Attorneys at Law

Eugene Huang and the Partners of
Wiley Malehorn Sirota & Raynes
are proud to continue their support of

APALA NJ

Congratulations on hosting the
2012 NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference
Solving the corporate and litigation issues
of small businesses for more than 35 years .
250 Madison Avenue • Morristown, New Jersey 07960
T(973) 539-1313 • F(973) 539-0572
www.wmands.com

WithumSmith+Brown has one of the largest litigation support organizations in NJ and is focused
on helping you achieve success in court. Our expertise can help you be in a position of strength.

Expert Testimony • Business Financial Investigations • Forensic Accounting • Business Valuations
Matrimonial Accounting • Damage Measurement • Estate & Trust Matters • Bankruptcy
WS+B LITIGATION TEAM
Bill Morrison, CPA/ABV, CFF, Partner
Dave Yoon, CPA, ABV, CVA, Manager
201.265.2800
WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION OF NJ.
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JEON LAW GROUP, P.C.
is proud to support the
2012 NAPABA EASTERN SUPER
REGIONAL CONFERENCE GALA DINNER &
THE APALA/NJ 15TH ANNUAL DINNER
and congratulates its new President,
PAUL YOON

JEON LAW GROUP, P.C.
2400 Lemoine Avenue, Suite 201
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
201-947-9475
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Hot Topics in Intellectual Property Law in the
united states, china and india

This panel will introduce and discuss the key challenges facing IP owners with regard to protection of their trademarks, copyrights and trade secrets, in
the U.S., China and India. In addition, the panelists will offer their practical experiences, both from the standpoint of counsel and client, with regard
to developing a proactive IP protection strategy, identifying threats to IP, and combating the problem through traditional civil actions and referrals for
criminal prosecution.

Y. Jae Kim
moderator

Kim Krizman LLC

Y. Jae Kim is an intellectual property attorney with a practice that focuses on patent procurement, patent litigation,
and counseling, but extends to licensing, trademarks and copyrights.
Prior to joining Kim Krizman LLC, Mr. Kim was an Intellectual Property attorney at Panitch Schwarze Belisario
& Nadel LLP in Philadelphia, PA, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in Philadelphia, PA and Darby & Darby
PC in New York. He also spent over a decade working in the medical device industry as a project engineer for
companies including Becton Dickinson & Co. and Stryker Orthopedics.
Mr. Kim has prosecuted patents in a wide variety of technological arts including orthopedic implants and
instruments, medical devices, electromechanical devices, chemical components, plasma sterilization devices, and
printed circuit boards. Mr. Kim has also litigated patents involving technologies such as trading cards, high speed
assembly processes, optical devices, and waste solidification processes, in addition to trademark and copyright cases.
Mr. Kim received his B.S. in chemical engineering and J.D. from Rutgers University. He is a member of the New
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania Bars and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the
Southern and Eastern District of New York, the District of New Jersey, the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and
the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Mr. Kim also serves on the Board of Directors of the Treatment
Research Institute of Philadelphia, PA and on various committees for the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association of Pennsylvania.

Sapna Palla
Counsel, Kaye
Scholer LLP

Sapna W. Palla is Counsel in the Litigation Department in the New York office of Kaye Scholer LLP. Ms. Palla
is an experienced litigator representing clients in a variety of litigation matters including intellectual property,
related antitrust issues, bankruptcy and complex business and commercial issues. In the intellectual property
area, Ms. Palla’s practice encompasses an array of technologies including pharmaceuticals, biotechnology and
drug delivery systems with a particular focus on Hatch-Waxman patent infringement litigations. Ms. Palla also
counsels clients regarding U.S. patent law, by providing them with infringement, validity and enforceability
opinions, and conducting patent due diligence. She also has experience in issues related to Asian patent law with a
focus on China and India. In the complex business and commercial area, Ms. Palla’s practice includes commercial
litigation in all phases of federal and state litigation in areas such as securities, fraud and contracts, and adversary
proceedings in bankruptcy court. Ms. Palla practices before both state and federal courts, including appeals to the
Federal Circuit, and is experienced in alternative dispute resolution such as arbitration and mediation.
Ms. Palla is an active participant in the firm serving on the Diversity Committee and the Life Sciences Committee.
Ms. Palla is committed to pro bono legal services. In 2008, she was honored by the Pennsylvania Capital
Representative Project for extraordinary efforts on behalf of Pennsylvania’s death row inmates. In 2001, she
received the Legal Aid Society award for Outstanding Pro Bono Representation.
Ms. Palla has a J.D, summa cum laude, from the Pace University School of Law and a BBA (International
Management with a Pre-Medical Concentration), magna cum laude, from Pace University. She speaks three Indian
languages (Hindi, Marathi and Telegu) and is conversant in French.

Shahan Islam
Senior Corp.
Counsel, IP
Enforcement Group,
Pfizer Inc.

Shahan Islam is Senor Corporate Counsel in the IP Enforcement Group at Pfizer. At Pfizer Shahan has managed
IP enforcement matters in the USA, Africa, Middle East, Asia and Latin America by providing hands-on litigation
advice, strategy and guidance. Shahan has also drafted and lobbied for stronger IP laws which would meet the
World Trade Organization’s standards in the same regions, working with Pfizer’s international markets, health
officials and lawmakers.
Prior to his nine years at Pfizer Shahan was in private practice for 17 years and has served as partner at two
law firms in New York City - Rosenman & Colin and Anderson Kill & Olick. At Rosenman Shahan founded
the intellectual property practice group and at Anderson Kill he was also the head of the intellectual property
practice group and was a partner of Rudolph W. Giuliani prior to his becoming the Mayor of New York city.
At both Anderson Kill and Rosenman, Shahan drafted numerous patent applications, rendered a large number
of intellectual property validity, enforceability and infringement opinions and litigated patent and intellectual
property disputes before federal courts.
Shahan has degrees in Mineral Engineering and German Literature from Columbia University in New York City
and a law degree from Tulane University in New Orleans and speaks German, English, Bengali and some Spanish
and Japanese.
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Owen McKeon
Director, Gibbons
PC

Owen J. McKeon is a Director in the Intellectual Property Group at Gibbons P.C. He has extensive experience
counseling and litigating in areas including intellectual property rights, complex commercial disputes, internal
investigations, insurance coverage, antitrust and white collar criminal defense. Specific to intellectual property,
Mr. McKeon focuses his practice in the areas of brand protection, anti-counterfeiting, trademark enforcement,
domain disputes, trade secrets and copyrights.
Mr. McKeon regularly counsels and represents clients nationwide, most notably manufacturers, importers,
suppliers and distributors facing the challenges of protecting their brands and products from trademark
infringement, trademark counterfeiting and the misappropriation of client trade secrets in a global economy. In
particular, Mr. McKeon assists his clients by overseeing the investigation and identification of individuals and
entities who pose a threat to client’s IP, assessing IP vulnerabilities to implement preventative measures and
safeguards, and commencing civil litigation seeking injunctive relief and damages. Mr. McKeon also has a great
deal of experience acting as a client’s liaison with local, state or federal law enforcement to facilitate the referral of
a matter for criminal investigation and prosecution for IP-related crimes.
Mr. McKeon has worked with clients from a wide variety in the fields, including luxury goods, home products,
fragrances, premium cigars, entertainment, furniture, real estate, industrial manufacturing, apparel, cosmetics,
pharmaceuticals and finance. He regularly represents clients in federal and state courts nationwide. Prior to
joining Gibbons, Mr. McKeon spent his career as an associate and then partner at Robertson, Freilich, Bruno &
Cohen LLC specializing in complex commercial litigation and counseling.

James Mun
CEO, L’Objet

James Mun is currently CEO of L’OBJET, a luxury tabletop and home décor company based in the US with global
operations in Portugal, India, China and France. The brand caters to an affluent customer base through such
accounts as Bergdorf Goodman, Neiman Marcus and Harrods, as well directly with sophisticated clientele and
royalty in Europe and the Middle East.
Prior to L’OBJET, Mr. Mun was CFO of Lalique North America. A leading designer in the Art Deco and Art
Nouveau movements in France, this luxury crystal brand has distribution in over 50 countries worldwide. North
America is the brand’s largest unit with retail boutiques in New York, Beverly Hills, Costa Mesa, Houston and
Chicago. Having successfully integrated Daum, Haviland and Steuben’s US operations with Lalique, James
oversaw all strategic and financial functions of the business.
Mr. Mun also founded a boutique consulting firm advising more than 20 growth firms in the high-end fashion,
media and consumer products industries. Company clients include Narciso Rodriguez, Lela Rose, Mia Bossi and
Ciao Bella Gelato. Focusing on turnarounds and business model improvements, his firm successfully restructured
and raised private equity for many of his clients.
Mr. Mun’s earlier positions include Vice President of Finance at Vivre luxury catalog and at Luxlook, an official
online retailer of luxury brands such as Versace, Dolce & Gabbana, Paul Smith and Bulgari. He started his career
at Citigroup in Toronto, London and New York where he worked in Equity Derivatives and Structured Bonds. He
holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Queen’s University in Canada.
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cULTIVATING THE SUPERSTAR IN YOU

This panel will discuss what it really means to be a superstar attorney. What and how you contribute in the board rooms and the community are just as
important for your career development. Learn how the panelists paved their own paths and get insight in how to find your own. Being a superstar is not
just getting recognition but contributing in a meaningful way to your profession, your community and your family.

Judy H. Kim
moderator

Associate Counsel,
New York
Liquidation Bureau

Judy H. Kim is an associate counsel in the Bureau & Estates Litigation Section of the Legal Division at the New
York Liquidation Bureau. The Bureau is a unique 100 year old quasi-state agency that assists the Superintendent
of Financial Services of the State of New York in his capacity as receiver of insolvent insurance companies. She has
been with the Bureau since 2008. During that time, she has been involved in all aspects of litigation involving the
Superintendent and the estates in his receivership. From December 2011 through June 2011, Ms. Kim was interim
Section Chief of the Bureau & Estates Litigation Section. Prior to joining the Bureau, Ms. Kim worked at Snitow
Kanfer Holtzer & Millus, LLP as an attorney focusing on commercial litigation, employment discrimination
litigation, and matrimonial litigation matters. Ms. Kim began her legal career at Kennedy Lillis Schmidt &
English, a boutique maritime law firm. Ms. Kim received her J.D. from Tulane Law School, and her B.A. from the
University of Pennsylvania.
Judy served as Treasurer of the Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY) from 2002 through
2005, and was Co-Chair of AABANY’s Student Outreach Committee from 2006 - 2008, and has been a member
of AABANY’s Litigation Committee since 2000. She is a member of the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, Secretary of the Korean American Lawyer’s Association of Greater New York, and a Steering
Committee Member of the Korean American League for Civic Action. Ms. Kim is also a member of the Diversity
Committee at The Spence School and a member of the Leadership Committee at the Young Survival Coalition.

Hon. David F.
Bauman

See bio on page 54.

Presiding Civil
Judge, Superior
Court of New Jersey

Theodore K.
Cheng
Partner, Yoon &
Kim, LLP

Don H. Liu,
Senior VP
General Counsel
& Secretary, Xerox
Corporation
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Theo Cheng is a partner at Yoon & Kim LLP. He has over 14 years of experience in a broad array of litigation
matters in federal and state courts for clients in the high- tech, telecommunications, entertainment, consumer
products, medical devices, retail, and financial services industries. He is engaged in all aspects of the firm’s
commercial litigation practice, with particular emphasis on intellectual property matters. He was named one
of the Best Lawyers Under 40 in 2007 by the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association. Mr. Cheng
received his A.B. cum laude in Chemistry and Physics from Harvard University and his J.D. from New York
University School of Law. He also served as a law clerk to the Honorable Julio M. Fuentes of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit and the Honorable Ronald L. Buckwalter of the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

See bio on page 32.

Jane H. Kauh
VP and Senior Legal
Counsel, HSBC
Securities USA, Inc.

Amy Lin
Meyerson
Law Office of Amy
Lin Meyerson

Jane H. Kauh serves as Vice President and Senior Legal Counsel within the litigation group of HSBC Securities
USA, Inc. In her practice, she focuses on employment litigation, EEOC related investigations, reductions in force,
terminations and breach of contract disputes. She also handles general commercial litigation matters and broker
dealer regulatory matters. She joined HSBC in 2008. Prior to joining HSBC, Jane worked at Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis LLP, where she focused on employment law matters and general commercial litigation. Ms. Kauh
also clerked for the Honorable Russell M. Nigro in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

Amy Lin Meyerson practices business and general corporate law in Weston, Connecticut. She is a Past President
of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a member
of the National Advisory Council of the American Judicature Society. Amy founded the Connecticut Asian Pacific
American Bar Association in 2000, and the CAPABA Educational Foundation in 2006. She serves as a member
on several committees for the Connecticut Bar Association, as a board member and a Fellow of the Connecticut
Bar Foundation, and as a member of TEAM Westport, an Advisory Committee to the Town of Westport. Amy
served as a Commissioner on the Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission of Connecticut. She is the Secretary
of the ABA General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division and a member of the ABA Standing Committee on
Professional Discipline.
Amy was named a Top Lawyer in Fairfield County by Westport Magazine in 2010 and 2011, selected as one of
NAPABA’s Best Lawyers Under 40 in 2003, and received a New Leaders In the Law Award from the Connecticut
Law Tribune in 2002. She received the 2006 Edwin Archer Randolph Diversity Award from the Lawyers
Collaborative for Diversity along with a Proclamation from then Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell proclaiming
April 26, 2006 as Amy Lin Myerson Day in the state of Connecticut. Amy was the 2010 Distinguished Alumni
Speaker at the Orientation for new students at the University of Connecticut School of Law.
She earned her J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law, and received her A.B. with distinction from
Duke University. Amy is admitted to the bars of Connecticut, Georgia and the District of Columbia, the D.C.
Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court.

39

Panels

Managing Minority & Women Owned Law Firms
in the Current Economy

Running a successful law firm in the current economy can be a boom or bust, depending on the firm’s practice areas. This panel will discuss how their
practices are affected by downsizing and cost cutting by corporate legal departments and individuals who may need legal services. These experienced
practitioners will discuss creative solutions in handling billing, practice areas and marketing, to distinguish their firms from others, and to ensure that
their firms operate with sound business practices to thrive in a competitive market.

Florelee Wan

See bio on page 13.

moderator

Wong Fleming, PC

Linda Wong
Partner, Wong
Fleming, PC

Tai Park
Park & Jensen, LLP

Linda Wong is the CEO and Partner of Wong Fleming, P.C., a national firm with 45 lawyers. Ms. Wong is one
of New Jersey’s best-known authorities on employment and civil litigation. Ms. Wong concentrates her practice
on commercial and employment law, including litigation, bankruptcy, insurance defense, employment disputes,
business contracts, real estate matters and restrictive covenants. In 2005, Ms. Wong was the recipient of the
Trailblazer Award from the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association and was named one of the Top 50
Minority Lawyers in New Jersey by the New Jersey Law Journal. Ms. Wong has extensive litigation experience in
the United States District Courts, the state courts of New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania, as well as various
administra¬tive courts. She is a frequent presenter on employment law and trial strategies for the New Jersey
Institute for Continuing Legal Education (ICLE), ATLA and other national bar associations, and a trainer and
consultant on employment law, including sexual harassment, for major corporations and public institutions. Ms.
Wong received her juris doctorate in 1982 from Rutgers University School of Law and her bachelor’s degree in
1974 from Rutgers University. She is a member of the New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C.
Bars; the Mercer County, New Jersey State and American Bar Associations; the National Association of Minority
and Women Owned Law Firms; the National Minority Law Group; the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association and the New Jersey Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association.

Mr. Park founded his litigation boutique law firm, Park & Jensen LLP, in February of 2009. He specializes in
white collar criminal and regulatory defense, as well as complex commercial litigation. Mr. Park was formerly
a partner at the international law firm, Shearman & Sterling LLP, from 1999 to 2009. His practice focused on
corporate internal investigations, white collar defense and securities class action defense. Prior to entering private
practice, Mr. Park served for ten years as an Assistant United States Attorney in the Southern District of New
York, where he held various positions, including Senior Trial Counsel in the Securities Fraud Unit, and Chief of the
Narcotics Unit. He joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office after a three-year stint as an Assistant Corporation Counsel
for the City of New York, where he represented the City in a broad range of constitutional challenges to public
policies and state action.
Mr. Park started his law firm with an old friend from his days as a federal prosecutor, and they service major
corporate entities, hedge funds, as well as executives of such entities in many of the high-profile governmental
investigations involving the financial crisis, derivative securities products, Madoff matters, and off-shore
tax issues. The firm also specializes in representing entities in civil disputes with commercial partners and
counterparties in both state and federal court.
Mr. Park is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. He recently served on the Southern District Attorney
Advisory Group that worked with a core group of federal judges to make recommendations on procedures designed
to make more efficient pre-trial processes in complex civil cases. Those recommendations are now the subject
of a pilot program among judges in the Southern District. Mr. Park is also on the New York advisory council of
Appleseed, a not-for-profit organization seeking core solutions to inequality of community resources.
Mr. Park graduated from Columbia College in 1983 with a B.A., majoring in Philosophy. In 1986, he graduated
from the New York University School of Law. Mr. Park lives in Rye, New York, with his wife Jenny and their three
children, ages nine to four.
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Sapana Shah

See bio on page 14.

Law Offices of
Sapana Shah

Jay Kim
Managing Partner,
Ward Kim Vaughan
& Lerner, LLP

Jay Kim is a commercial litigator and the managing partner at Ward Kim Vaughan & Lerner LLP, a diverse,
minority-owned law firm established in 2005 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He has worked extensively on complex
litigation matters, including shareholder disputes, securities litigation, professional malpractice litigation,
franchise disputes, litigation relating to commercial leasing and construction, non-competition litigation,
insurance litigation and commercial tort litigation.
Jay is peer-review rated “AV” by Martindale-Hubbell, listed by Chambers USA under Band 4, Florida Litigation,
and has been named a “Legal Elite,” by FLORIDA TREND magazine.
In addition to his responsibilities to his clients, Jay also oversees the administrative management of Ward Kim
Vaughan & Lerner, which is a “spin-off” firm from Steel Hector & Davis LLP (which later merged with Squire
Sanders) in Miami, Florida, where Jay and his partners worked previously. Jay was the first Korean-American to
be made partner at Steel Hector & Davis.
Jay attended the University of Pennsylvania and then earned his law degree from the University of Florida College
of Law in 1997.
Jay is heavily involved in various bar activities and community organizations. He is a board member of the Asian
Pacific American Bar Association of South Florida and was one of the organization’s founding members and its
first president. He is also chair-elect of The Florida Bar’s Judicial Administration and Evaluation Committee, chair
of the board of Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc., chair of the board of Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South
Florida, Inc., and a board member of the Broward County Bar Association.

41

TalenT has no gender.
curiosiTy has no age.
experTise has no eThniciTy.
At Prudential, we believe that having a mix of backgrounds
and perspectives makes for a more dynamic organization in
which to work and grow.
We’re a company that celebrates the power of diversity, from
the people we hire to the partners we do business with.
To learn more, visit www.prudential.com

Prudential is a proud sponsor of the
2012 NAPABA Eastern Super
Regional Conference.

© 2011. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the rock symbol are service marks of Prudential financial, inc. and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.
0199711-00001-03
a4101
42

Hudson Court Reporting & Digital Media
Is Proud To Sponsor

2012 NAPABA
Eastern Super Regional
Conference
With a Special Offer To
All NAPABA and APALA Members

10%

Discount on ALL Services

㻯㼛㼙㼜㼘㼑㼠㼑㻌㻯㼛㼡㼞㼠㻌㻾㼑㼜㼛㼞㼠㼕㼚㼓㻌㻒㻌㻸㼕㼠㼕㼓㼍㼠㼕㼛㼚㻌㻿㼑㼞㼢㼕㼏㼑㼟㻌

㻌
New York
New Jersey
Nationwide
212.273.9911
732.906.2078
800.310.1769
www.HudsonReporting.com

㻿㼑㼞㼢㼕㼏㼑㻌㻻㼞㼕㼑㼚㼠㼑㼐㻌㻌∼㻌㻌㼀㼑㼏㼔㼚㼛㼘㼛㼓㼥㻌㻰㼞㼕㼢㼑㼚㻌㻌∼㻌㻌㻽㼡㼍㼘㼕㼠㼥㻌㻾㼑㼟㼡㼘㼠㼟㻌

43

Panels

Tips, Tricks and Traps in Doing Business Abroad

As the global economy continues to develop, U.S. companies must increasingly address legal issues associated with operating their business abroad.
At the best of times, these issues present a labyrinth of international compliance challenges. At the worst of times, U.S. companies find that they
have been ensnared in a trap set for the unwary and unprepared. Our seasoned panelists are here to help. Please join us for a moderated discussion of
the most common challenges faced by companies seeking to conduct business abroad. Our panelists, comprised of American and Canadian lawyers,
will navigate through the most frequently encountered legal issues in the areas of corporate law and taxation, labor and employment, and workforce
mobility. They will provide tips for operating an international business, tricks for maintaining compliance abroad, and an overview of traps to avoid,
including a focused discussion on doing business in Canada, our closest neighbor.

Curtis Chow
moderator

Associate, Ogletree
Deakins, Nash,
Smoak & Stewart,
P.C.

DiANa Nehro
Of Counsel,
Ogletree Deakins

Curtis Y. Chow represents employers in all aspects of immigration law and compliance, as well as various
employment matters. He regularly counsels employers on issues involving of immigrant and nonimmigrant
visas, federal and state employment verification laws, regulations, and administrative policies. While Mr. Chow’s
primary specialty is in the practice of immigration and naturalization law, he also regularly assists employers in
various litigation and administrative law matters.

Ms. Nehro is a member of the International Practice Group of Ogletree Deakins, serving as of-counsel, based in
the firm’s Boston office. Ms. Nehro assists clients in efficiently and effectively managing international labor and
employment issues in an ever-expanding global economy. Ms. Nehro has experience in advising multinational clients
in connection with the establishment and management of international workforces, including the preparation and
enforcement of personnel policies and employment agreements, compensation and benefits, litigation avoidance and
strategy, as well as general corporate matters germane to employers conducting business abroad.
Prior to joining Ogletree Deakins, Ms. Nehro was a member of the Office of General Counsel of IDB Bank,
in New York City, where she served as an Associate General Counsel, First Vice President. In this role, Ms.
Nehro was responsible for international and domestic labor and employment matters, litigations, arbitrations
and investigations. During her career, Ms. Nehro has broadened her global experience by handling a full range
of employment issues throughout Latin America and in the Middle East, including managing employment
litigations, negotiating, preparing and enforcing employment and severance agreements and personnel policies
and procedures; and counseling all levels of management in connection with compensation and benefits, employee
performance and terminations, discrimination, harassment, corporate structure and tax matters, as well as
working effectively with local counsel.

Lai-King Hum
Associate, McMillan
LLP

Lai-King Hum joined the Toronto office of the firm as an associate in the Employment and Labour Law Group in
September 2007. She is licensed to practice in both Ontario and Quebec.
Prior to joining the firm, Lai worked as bilingual counsel in the Professional Regulation Division of the Law
Society of Upper Canada. Before that, she worked at prominent firms in both Quebec and Ontario where she
focused on either commercial and corporate litigation or employment law.
She has appeared before both Quebec and Ontario courts, and before administrative tribunals.
In her employment and labour law practice, Lai assists corporate clients in all aspects of the employer/employee
relationship, including pre-employment negotiations, difficulties arising during the employment relationship
(including sexual harassment and toxic work environment claims), and the termination of that employment
relationship. She is also engaged in employment law litigation and labour relations work, the development of HR
policies, and advises on employment/labour aspects of transactions.
Lai also has a practice providing policy advice on professional regulation issues, particularly in relation to
accreditation, licensing, and complaints, investigations and discipline, and acting as counsel on judicial reviews
and appeals.
Lai is fluent in both English and French, and also speaks some Mandarin and Cantonese (Toisan).
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Stephanie Lee
Partner, McCarthy
Tetrault LLP

Stephanie Lee is a partner in McCarthy Tétrault LLP’s Business Law group in Montreal. She has a securities and
mergers and acquisitions practice that includes corporate finance, public and private mergers and acquisitions and
securities compliance matters. She regularly acts as counsel to issuers and underwriters in connection with public
offerings (including initial public offerings) and private placements and as counsel in connection with take-overs of
publicly listed companies and acquisitions and divestitures of private companies.
Ms. Lee received her BCL and LLB from McGill University in 2001. From 2000 to 2002, she worked in the legal
departments of Bell Canada and BCE Inc. She was called to the Quebec and Ontario bars in 2003 after having
articled with McCarthy Tétrault’s Montreal and Toronto offices. She is a member of the Canadian Bar Association,
the American Bar Association and the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association.
Ms. Lee is a director of the Foundation of the Institut de gériatrie de Montréal, Québec’s leading geriatric hospital
and research centre.

Jeffrey W. Lem
Partner, Miller
Thompson LLP

Jeffrey W. Lem, a partner in the real estate group in the Toronto/Markham offices of Miller Thomson LLP, received
his B.Comm. from the University of Toronto in 1984, a J.D. from the Osgoode Hall Law School in 1987, and an
LL.M. from the Osgoode Hall Law School in 2002. He was called to the Ontario Bar in 1989 and admitted to the
rolls as a solicitor in England and Wales in 2000.
Jeffrey is certified as a Specialist in Real Estate Law by The Law Society of Upper Canada and has been awarded
the Ontario Bar Association’s Award for Excellence in Real Estate. He has also received Martindale-Hubbell’s
highest rating (AV®), and has been recognized in the real estate field in The Canadian Legal LEXPERT Directory,
The Lexpert/American Lawyer Guide to the Leading 500 Lawyers in Canada, The Best Lawyers in Canada,
Chambers Global Guide to the World’s Leading Lawyers for Business and Leaders in their Field, and The
International Who’s Who of Real Estate Lawyers.
Jeffrey is currently an editor-in-chief of the Real Property Reports (and, before that, an associate editor of the
Digest of Real Property Law). He is also the legal editor for Building Magazine and the real estate law columnist
for Law Times. He was the first Canadian member ever elected to the American College of Mortgage Attorneys
and is currently a Regent of ACMA. Jeffrey is a long- standing member of the Executive Committee of the Real
Property Section of the Ontario Bar Association, and has written widely for various journals and magazines,
including the Real Property Reports, Municipal World, Building Magazine, Toronto Real Estate News, Digest
of Real Property Law and Digest of Municipal and Planning Law. Jeffrey was an instructor in the real property
section of the Bar Admission Course for Ontario and the Director of the LL.M. Program for Real Estate Law at
Osgoode Hall Law School. Jeffrey speaks regularly for various continuing legal education organizations.
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I.C.E.’s Prosecutorial Discretion –
Has It Changed the Removal Landscape?

In June 2011, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement issued a memo announcing that it would review the approximately 300,000 pending
deportation cases with an eye towards closing cases that are “low-priority.” How has this policy been implemented, and how has it affected the
APA community? This panel will discuss this new initiative by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and its impact thus far on the immigrant
community. Our panelists are comprised of an attorney with QLA, the public defender office in Queens focusing on criminal immigration practice post
Padilla v. Kentucky, and two private practitioners representing individuals facing removal (deportation) proceedings.

Angel Feng
moderator

Angel Feng’s practice focuses on representing employers in all aspects of business immigration matters, and federal
and state court employment litigation.
Ms. Feng was an associate in Wiggin and Dana LLP’s Labor, Employment and Benefits Department. Before joining
Wiggin and Dana, Ms. Feng was an attorney at the Connecticut Department of Labor. Prior to that, Ms. Feng
was an Assistant Vice President and Counsel at MassMutual Financial Group, where she oversaw all employment
litigation and immigration matters. She also was an associate at Jackson Lewis LLP, where she represented
clients in all aspects of business immigration matters. Ms. Feng started her career at Greater Hartford Legal Aid
representing indigent clients in employment, immigration, and civil litigation matters.
Ms. Feng frequently speaks to various groups on immigration and employment law related matters. She has native
fluency in written and spoken Spanish and is fluent in conversational Mandarin Chinese and Taiwanese. Angel is a
Director and a Past-President of the Connecticut Asian Pacific American Bar Association.
Ms. Feng received her J.D. from American University, Washington College of Law. She graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from the University of California, Irvine with a B.A. in Comparative Literature and was the recipient of a
Humanities Scholastic Merit Award. Ms. Feng is admitted to practice in New York, Connecticut and the United
States District Court of Connecticut.

Sin Yen Ling
Attorney, Queens
Law Associates

Sin Yen Ling is currently an attorney at QLA, the public defender office in Queens focusing on a criminal
immigration practice post Padilla v. Kentucky. She was a former staff attorney at the Asian Law Caucus where her
litigation included GLAHR v. Deal and HICA v. Bentley, challenging SB1070 copycats in Georgia and Alabama.
It also included complex litigation involving illegal detention of U.S. citizens; suppression cases in deportation
involving constitutional violations; challenging material support to terrorism and general detention/deportation
issues in Federal Court. She is a former staff attorney at the New York-based Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund (AALDEF) where she has spent 6 years conducting litigation and advocacy in the areas of antiAsian violence, racial profiling and immigrant detention/deportation. A native New Yorker, Ms. Ling was born in
Manhattan’s Chinatown to immigrant parents who worked in garment factories and restaurants. She is a graduate
of New York University and City University of New York School of Law. Ms. Ling managed AALDEF’s Immigrant
Access to Justice Project which has been at the forefront of providing direct representation to South Asian, Arab,
Filipino and Muslim immigrant detainees facing indefinite detention after September 11 and has been a leading
advocate for the defense of civil liberties and civil rights of immigrants and their families.
Ms. Ling has been quoted in the New York Times, Newsweek, San Francisco Chronicle, Oakland Tribune, San
Jose Mercury News, New Jersey Law Journal, Crain’s New York Business and the Financial Times and has been
profiled in the Village Voice. In 2002, she was selected as one of the Top 25 Lawyers Under 40 by the National
Asian Pacific American Bar Association. In 2003, she was awarded the New York County Lawyers Association’s
Public Service Award and the Joseph Minsky Young Lawyers Award by the American Immigration Lawyers
Association. In 2005, she received the Alumni award from CUNY Law School’s Public Interest Law Association,
Proclamation of Service from New York City’s City Council, and the Community Service Award from the Islamic
Circle of North America. She was the 2010 Unsung Hero of Asian Pacific Americans for Progress. She was also
honored by the Bay Area Chapter of the American Constitution Society in 2012.
Ms. Ling is fluent in Cantonese. She is a member of the New York State Bar, National Immigration Project, and the
American Immigration Lawyers Association.

Justin Conlon
Law Offices of
Justin Conlon
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Justin Conlon is a solo practitioner in North Haven, Connecticut. A 2003 graduate from Boston College Law
School, he practices in the area of immigration law, with a focus on removal proceedings, federal litigation, and
asylum. He has participated in panel presentations to the Connecticut Public Defender Services concerning the
immigration consequences of criminal convictions.

Tsui H. Yee
Guerrero Yee LLP

Tsui Yee has been practicing immigration law since 1999, handling a wide variety of immigration matters,
including family- and employment-based applications for permanent residence, nonimmigrant work visas,
defense in removal (deportation) proceedings, naturalization applications, and applications for various waivers of
removability.
Ms. Yee is a Co-Chair of the Immigration and Nationality Law Committee of the Asian American Bar Association
of New York and Chair of the Solo and Small Firm Practice Committee of the New York County Lawyers
Association. She is also a member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association and the Korean American
Lawyers Association of Greater New York.
Ms. Yee has presented and spoken at numerous continuing legal education courses regarding various aspects of
immigration and nationality law. She regularly volunteers in pro bono matters due to her deep commitment to
the immigrant community, taking a special interest in advocating for victims of domestic violence, applicants for
asylum, and unaccompanied minors.
Ms. Yee graduated from the University of California at Los Angeles School of Law in 1998 and received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Tufts University in 1993. She is admitted to practice law in the
State of New York; the Second Circuit Court of Appeals; and the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York.
Prior to forming Guerrero Yee LLP in 2010, Ms. Yee was a founding partner of the immigration law firm of Yee &
Durkin, LLP. A proud native New Yorker, Ms. Yee was born in Manhattan and raised in Little Italy.
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Diversity at Seyfarth
Individual by nature.
Bound by character.

At Seyfarth Shaw, we believe
that diversity—in terms of people,
perspectives and experiences—can create
more innovative solutions and greater
contributions from everyone.
Seyfarth Shaw LLP is proud to
support the 2012 NAPABA
Eastern Super Regional Conference.
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Building Our Legacy: The Murder of Vincent Chin
Presented by the Asian American Bar Association of New York

JOHN P. BAJIT

John P. Bajit is principal law clerk to the Honorable Lucy Billings, Justice of the Supreme Court, New York County, Civil Division. John has worked in
the New York State Court system for over ten years, having served as a court attorney in the Appellate Division, Second Department, New York City
Civil Court and New York City Criminal Court. Prior to working for the New York State Court system, John was a staff attorney for Social Security
Administration, Office of Hearings and Appeals, first at the Region II Attorney Task Force and then at the Manhattan-South Office of Hearings and
Appeals, and also worked in the private sector. John is president of the Small Claims Arbitrators Association, a director on the board of the St. John’s
Law School Alumni Association, and a former director on the board of directors of the Asian American Bar Association of New York. John earned
a a Juris Doctor from St. John’s University School of Law in 1993, after earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government and Politics from St. John’s
University in 1991.

Ben Chan

Ben Chan is co-chair of the Asian American Bar Association of New York’s Student Outreach Committee. He is a graduate of New York Law School
(2010) and CUNY Hunter College (History, 2005). Since 2007, Ben has worked at the Center for Family Representation (CFR), a non-profit law and
policy organization that provides free legal and social work services to indigent parents in crisis. Ben also works for CompuBox. During live HBO
Boxing telecasts, he tracks punches using HBO’s PunchZone program, an animated feature that presents statistics about where on a boxer’s body the
blows are landing. Ben also hosts a television show, Fight City NYC, which covers boxing and mixed martial arts news.

Vincent T.
Chang

Vincent T. Chang is a Partner at Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch, specializing in complex litigation in such areas as real estate, insurance, bankruptcy,
subprime mortgage securitizations, hedge funds, reinsurance, auction rate securities, bondholder litigation, investment banking, antitrust, and
securities. Mr. Chang is a graduate of Harvard College, magna cum laude, and Harvard Law School, cum laude. Mr. Chang clerked for the Hon.
Robert B. Krupansky, United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and was an associate and then counsel at Davis Polk & Wardwell. Mr.
Chang is a past President of the Asian American Bar Association of New York and has served on the Executive Committee of the New York County
Lawyers Association (NYCLA) and on the Boards of Directors of NYCLA, the Network of Bar Leaders, the NYCLA Foundation, and Legal Services
NYC. He also serves on the Nominating Committee and the House of Delegates of the New York State Bar Association and as one of NYCLA’s
representatives to the Judiciary Committee of the New York City Bar Association. Mr. Chang has served as Vice Chairman of two committees of
the Antitrust Section of the American Bar Association. Mr. Chang is a Co-Chair of NAPABA’s Litigation Committee. Mr. Chang is Vice Chair of the
NYCLA Federal Courts Committee. Mr. Chang has been listed as a “Super Lawyer” in business litigation in New York, a designation limited to 5% of
the lawyers in a given state.

Yang Chen

Yang Chen is the Executive Director of the Asian American Bar Association of New York, a position he has held since August 2009. Mr. Chen has
been active in AABANY for many years, having served on the Board and numerous committees, including the Judicial Affairs Committee, of which
he was a chair. Mr. Chen served as AABANY’s President in 2008. Before becoming AABANY’s Executive Director, Mr. Chen was a partner in the
firm of Constantine Cannon, a boutique firm specializing in antitrust and complex commercial litigation. He was among the group that founded the
firm in 1994, which started as Constantine & Associates. Before joining Constantine Cannon, Mr. Chen was an associate in the New York office of
McDermott, Will & Emery and before that he was associated with Breed, Abbott & Morgan (now Winston & Strawn). Mr. Chen is a graduate of the
New York University School of Law and Binghamton University.

Denny Chin

Denny Chin is a United States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. Judge Chin graduated from Princeton University magna cum laude in 1975 and
received his law degree from Fordham Law School in 1978. After clerking for the Honorable Henry F. Werker, United States District Judge for the
Southern District of New York, he was associated with the law firm Davis Polk & Wardwell from 1980 to 1982. He served as an Assistant United
States Attorney in the Southern District of New York from 1982 until 1986, when he and two of his colleagues from the U.S. Attorneys Office started
a law firm, Campbell, Patrick & Chin. In 1990, he joined Vladeck, Waldman, Elias & Engelhard, P.C., where he specialized in labor and employment
law. From September 13, 1994, through April 23, 2010, Judge Chin served as a United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York.
He presided over both civil and criminal cases, including cases involving Megan’s Law, the Million Youth March, Al Franken’s use of the phrase
“Fair and Balanced” in the title of a book, the Naked Cowboy, the Google Books settlement, and the United Nations Oil for Food Program. He
also presided over the trial of an Afghan warlord charged with conspiring to import heroin and the guilty plea and sentencing of financier Bernard
L. Madoff. Judge Chin has taught legal writing at Fordham Law School since 1986. While in private practice, he provided extensive pro bono
representation to the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund. He served as President of the Asian American Bar Association of New York
from January 1992 through January 1994. He has served on the boards of numerous non-profit organizations, including Hartley House, Care for the
Homeless, the Clinton Housing Association, the Prospect Park Environmental Center, and the Fordham Law School Alumni Association. Judge Chin
was born in Hong Kong. He was the first Asian American appointed a United States District Judge outside the Ninth Circuit. He is the only federal
appellate judge of Asian American descent on active status in the country.

Francis H. Chin

Francis H. Chin is a senior administrator at Brooklyn Law School, focusing on information technology. As a chair of the Professional Development
Committee, Mr. Chin coordinates AABANY’s continuing legal education program; he has previously served as membership secretary as well as
recording secretary for AABANY. He has been involved with the Hon. Thomas Tang Moot Court Competition in various capacities since 1996,
including hosting, judging and problem writing. Mr. Chin has joined in the writing, performing, and stage managing of Asian Pacific American
historical trial reenactments held yearly since 2006 led by federal appellate judge Hon. Denny Chin. In 2010, Mr. Chin received AABANY’s MVP
Award for outstanding member contribution. Among other activities, Mr. Chin also serves on the board of directors for the NYU Alumni Association.
While attending Brooklyn Law School, Mr. Chin co-authored the McGraw-Hill computer manual HTML Publishing on the Internet. After graduation,
he was of counsel to Llorens and Meneses in New Jersey, where he practiced residential real estate, business formation, and immigration, and then
was technology counsel at Netmatrix, an e-discovery and knowledge management firm in New York. Mr. Chin holds a bachelor’s degree in computer
science from New York University, a law degree from Brooklyn Law School and a certificate in Transnational Law from Duke University School of Law
at the University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law; he is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey.

Kathy Hirata
Chin

Kathy Hirata Chin has been a partner at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP since 1990. She is a member of the litigation group specializing in
healthcare and real estate issues. Ms. Chin graduated from Princeton University magna cum laude and earned her J.D. from Columbia University
School of Law, where she was Editor-in-Chief of the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. Ms. Chin served as Commissioner on the New York
City Planning Commission from 1995 to 2001 and is currently a Commissioner on the New York City Commission to Combat Police Corruption,
a position she has held since her appointment by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg in August 2003. She has also served on the Federal Magistrate Judge
Merit Selection Panel for the Eastern District of New York, on Governor Mario M. Cuomo’s Judicial Screening Committee for the First Judicial
Department, on the Gender Bias Committee of the Second Circuit Task Force regarding Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Fairness, on Judge Judith S.
Kaye’s Commission to Promote Public Confidence in Judicial Elections, chaired by John Feerick, on the Second Circuit Judicial Conference Planning
and Program Committee, and on the Board of Directors of the New York County Lawyers Association. She is currently serving as a member of the
Attorney Emeritus Advisory Council, appointed by the Honorable Jonathan Lippman, Chief Judge of the State of New York, and as a member of
the Board of Directors of the Medicare Rights Center, a national, independent nonprofit organization dedicated to helping older adults and people
with disabilities get good, affordable health care.

James P. Chou

James P. Chou is a member of the Litigation group at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP where he focuses on complex commercial,
white collar criminal defense, and bankruptcy litigation for private equity funds, hedge funds, major financial institutions, and multinational
corporations. Mr. Chou regularly advises and represents leading investment fund clients and their portfolio companies in managing and
assessing their litigation risks with regard to their investments and related transactions, and in proceedings before various courts and tribunals.
Mr. Chou recently represented a group of senior secured noteholders of a leading multi-national semiconductor company in chapter 11 in a
contested confirmation proceeding that centered on the valuation of the company. After a five-day evidentiary hearing the Chief Judge of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court found the senior secured noteholders’ valuation to be the most credible and subsequently confirmed the Debtor’s plan
of reorganization on that basis. Post-emergence, Mr. Chou represented the claims agent for the reorganized company in a litigation commenced
by a former Japanese subsidiary asserting a $1 billion damages claim arising from the rejection of a foundry agreement. The matter settled for a
fraction of the claim after extensive discovery and mediation. Mr. Chou also represented a portfolio Web technology company in a trade secrets
litigation brought in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, where he co- tried a four-day evidentiary hearing
relating to the case. The case led to three “Decisions of Interest” and two front-page articles in the New York Law Journal.
Mr. Chou served on the board of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) as its Northeast regional governor from
2007-2009 and was a recipient of the 2008 NAPABA Best Lawyers Under 40 Award. He is also the immediate past president of the Asian
American Bar Association of New York (AABANY) and previously served as its treasurer (2007) and as a director (2006). He currently co-chairs
AABANY’s Judicial Affairs Committee, which identifies, screens and supports judicial candidates for local, state and federal courts. In 2005, he
was appointed by the New York Democratic Committee to serve as the panel administrator of its Independent Judicial Screening Panel, which
reviewed the qualifications of judicial applicants for Civil Court and Surrogate Court in Manhattan.
Mr. Chou received his B.A. magna cum laude in 1993 from New York University, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and his J.D. in 1996
from the Georgetown University Law Center, where he was a member of the Journal of Legal Ethics. Mr. Chou is a member of the New York
and New Jersey bars and is admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, the United States Court of Appeals for the 2nd and 3rd
circuits and the United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern districts of New York.

Lauren U. Y. Lee

Lauren U. Y. Lee is Special Counsel at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP, where she practices complex commercial litigation. Ms. Lee co-founded
and was formerly co-chair of Cadwalader’s resource group for Asian American attorneys and is the Firm representative for the 2012 Leadership
Council on Legal Diversity Fellows Program. She obtained her B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania, magna cum laude, and her J.D. from the
Temple University School of Law, magna cum laude, where she was a member of law review. After law school, Ms. Lee clerked for the late Honorable
James McGirr Kelly, U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. In addition to her legal work, Ms. Lee actively supports several
non-profit organizations that assist low income immigrants and promote civil rights of Asian Americans. In 2007, Ms. Lee was recognized for her
pro bono work with non-English speaking Korean women seeking legal resident status under the Violence Against Women Act and was a recipient
of the Sanctuary For Families Pro Bono Advocacy Award. She has been a board member of the Asian American Legal Defense And Education Fund
(“AALDEF”) since 2008, and is the current co- chair of AALDEF’s Young Professional Committee. Ms. Lee also actively supports the Korean
American Family Services Center (“KAFSC”), and is on KAFSC’s annual gala committee.

Linda S. Lin

Linda S. Lin is Counsel at Liberty International Underwriters (“LIU”), a division of Liberty Mutual Group. Linda supports LIU and its businesses with
respect to management liability and employment matters. Prior to joining LIU, she was a litigation associate at the law firm of Willkie Farr & Gallagher
LLP where she specialized in securities litigation, white collar criminal defense, securities enforcement matters, internal investigations, and complex
commercial litigation. She also represented pro bono clients in both family law and political asylum matters. She also served as law clerk to the Hon.
Dora L. Irizarry, U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of New York. Linda received her B.A. in Philosophy Politics and Law with honors from
Binghamton University and her Juris Doctorate cum laude from Brooklyn Law School, where she was a member of the Moot Court Honor Society.
Linda is Immediate President-Elect of the Asian American Bar Association of New York (“AABANY”) and currently chairs AABANY’s Academic
Committee. She has been an active member and leader within AABANY since 2005. She led the effort to re-constitute the AABANY Young Lawyers
Committee and served as its co-chair from 2005 to 2008. She also served as Director from 2007-2009, Executive Recording Secretary from 20062007, co-chaired AABANY’s litigation committee from 2008-2009, and served was a member of the Bylaws committee in 2006. Linda has also
served as an active member of AABANY’s Annual Banquet committee for the past 4 years, running AABANY’s largest annual event with over 600
attendees. In addition, Linda spearheaded prominent projects through AABANY including: (1) the Joint Minority Bar Judicial Internship Program,
(2) the AABANY Advocate, (3) the AABANY Law Review and (4) the AABANY Lawyer Referral Service.
Aside from her professional activities, Linda is an avid snowboarder, dancer, and arts & crafter. She founded and served as artistic director of Streak
Dance Concept, a New York City and Miami-based hip-hop, funk and street jazz dance company. She also owns a craft business selling diaper cakes
and hand-made stationary. Ask her: what is a diaper cake?
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Concepcion A.
Montoya

Concepcion A. Montoya is a partner at Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP. Her practice focuses on the areas of professional liability, employment
litigation, consumer litigation and insurance litigation. Previously she was an Assistant Corporation Counsel in the Special Federal Litigation
Division of the Office of the Corporation Counsel of the City of New York, where she defended the City and its municipal employees in federal civil
rights actions. During her tenure with the Corporation Counsel, she received the “Municipal Affairs Award” in 2004 for outstanding achievement
in the New York City Law Department, from the Municipal Affairs Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. In 2001, she
received the “Legal Rookie of the Year 2000-2001 Award” for demonstration of outstanding performance.

Yasuhiro Saito

Yasuhiro Saito, the principal at Saito Law Group PLLC, serves regularly as the lead counsel in complex business and financial matters on behalf of
major business institutions. Mr. Saito is a noted authority on cross-border litigation and regulatory enforcement matters. He has lectured frequently
on related subject, and has acted as an expert witness in front of foreign tribunals on a number of occasions. Prior to founding his own firm, Mr. Saito
was a partner at Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP, and earlier the leader of Japan-related Litigation Practice Group at Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP.

Vinoo P.
Varghese

Vinoo P. Varghese is the principal at Varghese & Associates, P.C., a criminal defense and asset forfeiture defense firm founded in 2006. The Firm
represents clients, both individuals and companies, at trials, on appeal, and under investigation by both federal and state authorities. Since its
inception, the Firm has secured dozens of dismissals, favorable plea bargains, and settlements for its clients. To date, Vinoo has tried over 25
criminal cases to verdict, and written 12 appellate briefs, five (5) of which he has argued in the appellate courts. In February 2012, Varghese &
Associates, P.C. filed an amicus brief in the Second Circuit in support of Mr. Raj Rajaratnam, in United States v. Rajaratnam, the largest insider
trading case in American history. So far in 2012, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the San Francisco
Chronicle have all featured the Firm in its defense of clients. Since 2009, Vinoo has been teaching law students in Cardozo Law School’s
Intensive Trial Advocacy Program (ITAP).
Prior to founding Varghese & Associates, P.C., from 2000-2006, Vinoo served as an Assistant District Attorney (ADA) in the Kings County
(Brooklyn) District Attorney’s Office. During his time in that office, one with over 500 ADAs, Vinoo was the only ADA in the trial division who
wrote his own appeals. In recognition of his accomplishments, Brooklyn D.A. Charles J. Hynes named Vinoo Senior Assistant District Attorney
and subsequently appointed him to run the Assault on Police Officers Program, whereby Vinoo investigated and prosecuted attempted murders
of NYPD officers.
The U.S. Supreme Court, the Second Circuit, the Southern, Eastern, and Western Districts of New York, and New York State have all admitted
Vinoo to practice. He is a member of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL) and participates in NACDL conferences
nationwide. Since February 2010, Vinoo has been on the Board of Directors of the Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY)
and from 2004-2006 was a board member of both the South Asian Bar Association of New York (SABANY) and the North American South
Asian Bar Association (NASABA). Currently, Vinoo co-chairs NASABA’s Criminal Justice Committee. Since 2007, Vinoo has chaired the Solo
and Small Firm Practice Committee at the New York County Lawyers’ Association (NYCLA), a 10,000 member bar association, where he
provides a forum for solos and small firm owners to better their practice. There, he chaired NYCLA Continuing Legal Education (CLE) courses
such as Accounting for Lawyers.
Since 2008, Vinoo has been working with federal appellate court Judge Denny Chin on behalf of AABANY in reenacting famous or infamous
trials and appeals involving Asian Americans. These presentations have included CLE components, and Vinoo has addressed topics such as
government ethical violations and zealous and overzealous advocacy by defense attorneys.
Vinoo received his J.D. from Brooklyn Law School (BLS) in 2000 and B.A. from New York University in 1996. In law school, Vinoo was selected
to its Moot Court Honor Society and was later chosen to represent the school at the national moot court competition. In the fall of 1999, Vinoo
interned for the Chief Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York. Vinoo’s internship included writing sections of the
government’s sentencing memorandum opposing former police officer Justin Volpe’s requests for leniency after Officer Volpe sodomized Abner
Louima with a broomstick in Brooklyn’s 70th Precinct.
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David Weinberg

David Weinberg is a nationally recognized authority in communication strategies for litigation, mediation, and arbitration. As chief executive officer
of JURYGROUP, he helps lawyers to define their audience, develop their image and deliver their message in crucial cases. Mr. Weinberg has frequently
appeared on national television to demonstrate the forensic reconstruction of news events. He consulted on such events as the Simpson/Goldman
murders, the bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal building, Federal confrontation in Waco, Texas with David Koresh and the Branch Davidians.
He has participated in forensic investigations into the deaths of Jesse James, J. Edgar Hoover, the explorer Meriwether Lewis, and CIA scientist Frank
Olsen. Mr. Weinberg is the editor of Computer Animation in the Courtroom: A Primer, a multimedia publication of the American Bar Association. He
is a member and speaker in the American Academy of Forensic Science, former chairman of the Committee on the Use of Technologically Sophisticated
Evidence for the American Bar Association’s Lawyer’s Conference, and former technology chair for the ABA Section of General Practice, Small Firm
and Solo Practitioners. Mr. Weinberg holds a BA from the University of Illinois at Chicago and a JD from DePaul University School of Law.

Jessica C. Wong

Jessica C. Wong is an associate at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP in the firm’s corporate department. Her practice is concentrated in the area
of finance law, with an emphasis on real estate and corporate finance. Ms. Wong represents borrowers and lenders in domestic as well as cross-border
finance origination, securitization and restructuring transactions. Her clients include large institutional lenders, investment banks and other investors
in real estate debt and equity transactions. Ms. Wong received her bachelor’s degree in government from Georgetown University and her law degree
from Brooklyn Law School, cum laude.

We Proudly Support

APALA NJ
and are proud to sponsor
the first ever

2012 NAPABA
Eastern Super Regional
Conference
Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A.
90 Woodbridge Center Dr.
Woodbridge, NJ 07095
Tel: 732.636.8000
www.wilentz.com

Eatontown • New York • Philadelphia

WILLARD C. SHIH, ESQ.

Commercial Litigation

@WilentzLaw

P: 732.855.6016
F: 732.726.6682
wshih@wilentz.com
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Luncheon Speakers
The first Asian-American judge for the Monmouth Vicinage,
David F. Bauman took the oath of office on July 11, 2008.

Honorable David F.
Bauman, P.J. Cv.
Luncheon Speaker

Judge Bauman was initially assigned to the Family Division,
where he served until September 1, 2009. His current assignment
is that of Presiding Judge – Civil Division, which resolves Trials
(Jury and Non-Jury), Non-Binding Arbitration, Voluntary
Binding Arbitration, Mediation of Small Claims Matters, Bar
Panel Presumptive Mediation Program, Complex Commercial
Program Expedited Jury Trials, Conferences, Proof Hearings,
Friendly Hearings, Wage Executions, and Warrant Hearings.
Judge Bauman currently serves on the Supreme Court Committee
on Judicial Education.
Prior to taking the judicial oath in July 2008, Judge Bauman was
a partner at Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C., specializing in general
litigation with a focus on complex civil and criminal matters.
From 1988 through 1991, he served on active duty with the U.S.
Marine Corps, working as a prosecutor, defense counsel, and lead
trial attorney for high profile criminal matters. He held positions
in the Marine Corps Reserve, such as staff judge advocate,
company commander and appellate government counsel. His

Diana C. Liu is a Principal and General Counsel of Artemis Real
Estate Partners, a real estate investment manager co-founded
in 2009 by Deborah Harmon and Penny Pritzker. Artemis is
headquartered in metropolitan Washington, D.C.

Diana C. Liu
Luncheon Speaker

Prior to joining Artemis, Ms. Liu was a shareholder and senior
member of the Real Estate Practice Group of Cozen O’Connor in
Philadelphia. From 1988 through March 2009, Ms. Liu practiced
law with the Real Estate Practice Group of WolfBlock LLP in
Philadelphia where she was an equity partner since 1994. In her
over 23 years of legal practice in real estate as outside counsel,
Ms. Liu represented developers, real estate operators, pension
funds, REITs and life insurance companies in all forms of real
estate acquisition, development, management, financing, leasing,
sale and loan workouts. In addition, she negotiated real estate
loan workouts and loan sales on behalf of lending institutions and
special servicers.
Ms. Liu is an active participant and contributor to numerous
real estate seminars, panels and conferences on loans and loan
defaults, workouts and restructures. She is a Fellow of the
American College of Real Estate Lawyers (where she serves as
Chair of its Member Selection Committee for 2011-2012), the
American Law Institute and the American Bar Foundation. She
is listed in theBest Lawyers in America publication for the real
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service awards include the Navy Commendation Medal, Letter
of Commendation, Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps, and
Certificate of Commendation, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines.
Admitted to the New Jersey Bar, Judge Bauman participated
as a lawyer in numerous activities including the New Jersey
Supreme Court Municipal Court Practice Committee, the New
Jersey Supreme Court Civil Practice Committee, the New Jersey
Battered Women’s Legal Advocacy Project, the NJSBA Franchise
Law Committee, the NJSBA Special Committee on Military Law
and Veterans Affairs, and the Board of Advisors for the Criminal
Justice Program for Fairleigh Dickinson University. He authored
an article that was published in New Jersey Lawyer Magazine.
He has been a presenter and panelist at seminars sponsored
by The New Jersey State Bar Association, most recently in
connection with the Civil Case Law Update in New Brunswick
in February 2012. In 2008, APALA/NJ honored him with an
achievement award. Judge Bauman is a graduate of Columbia
University, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and Boston
College Law School.

estate practice area. Ms. Liu was an adjunct lecturer in law at
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, teaching “Advanced
Topics in Commercial Real Estate Transactions” from 1998 to
2009 and was designated the I. Grant Irey Lecturer in Law for the
2002-2003 academic year. In 2006, Philadelphia Business Journal
and the National Association of Women Business Owners selected
her as one of their “Women of Distinction.”
Ms. Liu earned a bachelor’s degree from Johns Hopkins
University and a J.D. from Cornell Law School. Ms. Liu is
fluent in both Mandarin and Taiwanese. She is a member of the
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, APABA-PA,
the Association of Asian American Investment Managers and the
Board of Trustees of Johns Hopkins University. She serves on the
President’s Council of the Real Estate Roundtable.

NAPABA Eastern Super Regional Conference
and Gala Dinner & APALA/NJ 15th Annual
Dinner and Installation of Officers
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Cocktail Reception

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Awards and Presentations
Introduction by Cynthia Gouw, Mistress of Ceremonies
Welcome by Sapana S. Shah, Outgoing President of APALA NJ (2011-2012)
Thank You and Acknowledgment by Conference Co-Chairs Edward S. Kiel, Moly K. Hung, Florelee R. Wan
Remarks by Nimesh Patel, NAPABA President
Special Guest Speaker Honorable Alvin T. Wong, Judge, State Court of Dekalb County, Georgia
AwardS
The Trailblazer Award Ravi Sattiraju, Founder Sattiraju Law Firm
THE CORPORATE LEADERSHIP AWARD Susan Moon, Vice President, Global Legal Team at Wyndham
		
Exchange and Rentals
PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS - TRIBUTE TO SOLO PRACTITIONERS AND SMALL FIRMS
		
Anish Joshi, Law Office of Anish Joshi
		
Gary Pasricha, Pasricha & Patel
Service to APALA/NJ Award NJ State Senator Samuel D. Thompson, 12th Legislative District
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS BY APALA NJ & APALA NJ CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
		
Jennifer Chawla, Seton Hall Law
		
Anish Choksi, Rutgers Camden
		
Eric Ng, Rutgers Newark
INSTALLATION OF 2012-2013 APALA NJ OFFICERS by Honorable David Bauman, J.S.C.
		President		
Paul K. Yoon
		President-Elect
Florelee R. Wan
		Vice President
Jhanice V. Domingo
		Treasurer
Rachit Choksi
		Secretary		
Alice H. Lee
Closing Remarks by Paul K. Yoon, Incoming President of APALA/NJ (2012-2013)

10:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Post Party - Ego Lounge
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Mistress of Ceremonies
Cynthia Gouw is a nationally recognized broadcast journalist,
spokesperson and entrepreneur with a broad and diverse
background in the media.
She has reported and anchored news programs for the ABC
and CBS affiliates in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas and
Sacramento and for FOX in Philadelphia. As a three-time Emmy
Award winning journalist, Ms. Gouw has reported internationally
from Mexico to China.

Cynthia Gouw
Mistress of Ceremonies

In Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters
named Ms. Gouw’s Asian American public affairs talk show,
“Asian Outlook” as the “Best TV Talk Show Series. Philadelphia
Magazine named her the #8 top blogger in Philadelphia for her
web video channel, www.SnapGlow.TV covering the best in
health, beauty and fashion.
Ms. Gouw also was a fill-in Host and Reporter for KQED-FM’s
(San Francisco) “Pacific Time”, a nationally syndicated radio
program which airs on NPR-affiliated radio stations across the
country. For her work on “Pacific Time”, the Asian American
Journalists Association recognized Ms. Gouw with a “National
Award” for her reporting on Asian American issues. The Public
Radio News Directors also awarded her radio show, “Pacific Time”
with the “Best Large Market Public Affairs Program” for a show

which spotlighted Ms. Gouw’s reporting on the Korean American
community and the 10-year anniversary of Los Angeles’ civil unrest.
She has been honored for her community work; including being
named Member of the Year by the Chinese American Council and
Honoree of the Year by the Asian Bar Association of Sacramento.
She has also been recognized by the California State Legislature,
and served on the Advisory Board of Stanford University’s “Grade
the News”, a media and ethics watchdog group.
Ms. Gouw is also an actress who co-starred as “Caithlin Dar” in
the movie “Star Trek 5: The Final Frontier” and was named the
“$100-Thousand Dollars Spokesmodel Grand Champion” on
the TV talent show “Star Search”. She has walked the catwalks
from New York to Paris with Elite Model Management. “MORE
Magazine” named her as one of the top models over-forty
in a nationwide model search. She currently is represented
by Wilhelmina Models in NYC. Ms. Gouw was also Miss
Chinatown Los Angeles 1983 and Miss Chinatown USA 1984.
Ms. Gouw received her B.A. in Political Science/International
Relations from UCLA and her J.D. from UCLA’s School of Law.
She and her husband have a 3-year old daughter.
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Dinner Speaker
Alvin T. Wong was elected Judge of the State Court of DeKalb
County, Georgia’s third largest county, in 1998. He was the first
Asian Pacific American (APA) to run for public office in metro
Atlanta and is the only APA to be elected judge in the Southeast.
Judge Wong was elected in a county where APAs made up less
than two percent of registered voters and has served continuously
unopposed for more than a decade.

Honorable Alvin T.
Wong
Judge, State Court of
Dekalb County, Georgia

A former partner at Gambrell & Stolz (now Baker Donelson),
Judge Wong had 21 years of experience as a corporate and trial
attorney before running for office. He chaired the State Bar of
Georgia’s Investigative Panel for disciplinary action against
unethical practices by Georgia attorneys. His most recent project
has been to create a DUI Court to treat chronic alcohol addiction.

Law Foundation. He has mentored future leaders, as co-director
of NAPABA’s Thomas Tang Moot Court Competition and a
volunteer with civic organizations dedicated to helping teens
avoid drugs, pregnancy, and unemployment.
Judge Wong has received many awards for service, leadership,
and trail-blazing, including the 2009 Distinguished Alumni
Award by Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School; OCA’s“Citizen of
the Year 2000”; and a 1997 NAPABA Trailblazer.
Judge Wong immigrated to the US from Hong Kong at age 14. He
lives in Atlanta with wife Jeannie Lin, a creative communications
consultant, two cats, and a dachshund.

His heart is in the community. Judge Wong serves on the boards
of the Fernbank Museum of Natural History and the NAPABA
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Installation of Officers

Oath of Office

I do solemnly swear or affirm
that I will faithfully execute the Office of _______________ (President, President-Elect, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary)
of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey,
and will, to the best of my ability,
represent the interests of its members
by preserving and promoting
the mission of the Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey.

The first Asian-American judge for the Monmouth Vicinage,
David F. Bauman took the oath of office on July 11, 2008.
Judge Bauman was initially assigned to the Family Division,
where he served until September 1, 2009. His current assignment
is that of Presiding Judge – Civil Division, which resolves Trials
(Jury and Non-Jury), Non-Binding Arbitration, Voluntary
Binding Arbitration, Mediation of Small Claims Matters, Bar
Panel Presumptive Mediation Program, Complex Commercial
Program Expedited Jury Trials, Conferences, Proof Hearings,
Friendly Hearings, Wage Executions, and Warrant Hearings.
Judge Bauman currently serves on the Supreme Court Committee
on Judicial Education.

Honorable David F.
Bauman, P.J. Cv.
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Prior to taking the judicial oath in July 2008, Judge Bauman was
a partner at Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C., specializing in general
litigation with a focus on complex civil and criminal matters.
From 1988 through 1991, he served on active duty with the U.S.
Marine Corps, working as a prosecutor, defense counsel, and lead
trial attorney for high profile criminal matters. He held positions
in the Marine Corps Reserve, such as staff judge advocate,
company commander and appellate government counsel. His

service awards include the Navy Commendation Medal, Letter
of Commendation, Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps, and
Certificate of Commendation, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines.
Admitted to the New Jersey Bar, Judge Bauman participated
as a lawyer in numerous activities including the New Jersey
Supreme Court Municipal Court Practice Committee, the New
Jersey Supreme Court Civil Practice Committee, the New Jersey
Battered Women’s Legal Advocacy Project, the NJSBA Franchise
Law Committee, the NJSBA Special Committee on Military Law
and Veterans Affairs, and the Board of Advisors for the Criminal
Justice Program for Fairleigh Dickinson University. He authored
an article that was published in New Jersey Lawyer Magazine.
He has been a presenter and panelist at seminars sponsored
by The New Jersey State Bar Association, most recently in
connection with the Civil Case Law Update in New Brunswick
in February 2012. In 2008, APALA/NJ honored him with an
achievement award. Judge Bauman is a graduate of Columbia
University, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and Boston
College Law School.

As a minority-owned law firm,
we know that business benefits from
diverse viewpoints.
We celebrate NAPABA’s rich history of
promoting diversity in the legal profession!

Diversity is simply smart business.

DIVERSE VIEWPOINTS.
THE RIGHT SOLUTIONS.

Wong Fleming congratulates
Florelee Wan on her new position
as President-Elect of APALA-NJ!

WWW.WONGFLEMING.COM
CALIFORNIA • COLORADO • DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA • FLORIDA • GEORGIA • IDAHO • ILLINOIS • INDIANA
MARYLAND • MICHIGAN • NEVADA • NEW JERSEY • NEW YORK • OREGON • PENNSYLVANIA • TEXAS • WASHINGTON
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Gala Dinner Honorees
Trailblazer Award

Ravi Sattiraju

The Trailblazer Award is
bestowed upon an APA
attorney who through their
leadership has pioneered into
a field or position that has
never before been assumed by
an APA. Through their service,
trailblazers pave the way for
future generations of APAs
to continue to venture into
uncharted territory.

Sattiraju Law Firm

Ravi Sattiraju is a partner at The Sattiraju Law
Firm, P.C. Mr. Sattiraju has over a decade of
experience litigating in state and federal courts.
His primary focus is employment related
litigation.
Mr. Sattiraju has litigated employment law
matters in state and federal court for over ten
years, under a broad spectrum of employment
laws, including, but not limited to, Title VII,
NJ Law Against Discrimination, Conscientious
Employee Protection Act, Americans with
Disabilities Act, Family Medical Leave Act, Fair
Labor Standards Act, New Jersey Wage and
Hour Law, and Section 1983. He has represented
Fortune 500 companies, public entities, privately
held companies, individual defendants, as well as
individuals against their employers.
In December 2011, Mr. Sattiraju and Gregory
B. Noble tried a hostile work environment
matter in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Essex County, which resulted in a $22.6 million
verdict for his client, including a $15 million
punitive damage award. This is believed to be
the largest single-plaintiff and punitive damage
award under the New Jersey Law Against
Discrimination.
As a former in-house employment counsel,
Mr. Sattiraju understands the pressures that
employment litigation can create within an
organization. As such, he works very closely
with clients to develop litigation strategies with
which they are comfortable.

Corporate Leadership
Award
The Corporate Leadership
Award is given to an APA who
demonstrates extraordinary
leadership and innovation to
his or her in-house practice.

Susan Moon
Vice President on the
Global Legal Team at
Wyndham Exchange &
Rentals

Susan Moon is a Vice President on the Global
Legal Team at Wyndham Exchange & Rentals,
the global leader in vacation exchange and
the world’s largest professionally managed
vacation rentals business with more than 30
brands, 3.7 million members and approximately
100,000 vacation properties in 100 countries
in its portfolio. Wyndham Worldwide, the
publicly-traded parent company, is one of
the world’s largest hospitality companies
and was recently named the most admired
company in the hospitality industry by Fortune
magazine. At Wyndham, Ms. Moon has a
broad, transactional practice and serves as lead
counsel for several departments and practice
areas across the vacation exchange and vacation
rentals businesses, including member marketing
and social media, co-branded credit cards,
specific business development clients, ADA
compliance and Japan. She currently serves on
Wyndham Worldwide’s Legal Diversity and Pro
Bono Committees.
Ms. Moon also authors a column for Above
the Law entitled “Moonlighting” that provides
advice and perspectives on general law practice
as an in-house attorney. Her posts have included
topics such as the importance of soft skills, time
management, and seeing the big picture. Above
the Law is a legal industry website that offers
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Mr. Sattiraju has extensive experience in
employer counseling, investigations and
anti-harassment/discrimination training. He
previously served as the primary in-house
employment attorney for L’Oreal USA’s
entire domestic workforce of approximately
8,000 employees. In this capacity, and in
private practice, he has counseled all levels of
management and human resources professionals
on employment law issues.
Mr. Sattiraju has been recognized by Super
Lawyers as a Rising Star in Employment and
Labor Law. He has frequently lectured and
published on various employment law topics
for numerous organizations, including the New
Jersey Institute of Continuing Legal Education,
National Employment Lawyers Association,
New Jersey Lawyer Magazine and Practicing
Law Institute. He also serves on the Executive
Committee of the New Jersey State Bar
Association’s Labor and Employment Section,
and on the Board of Directors of the South Asian
Bar Association’s New Jersey chapter (and is
currently its President).
Mr. Sattiraju received his B.A. from the University
of Colorado and Boulder and J.D. from Rutgers
University School of Law at Newark.
Mr. Sattiraju is admitted to practice in New
Jersey and New York.

news, commentary, and opinions and has been
ranked No. 1 (news category) for the past several
years in the annual ABA Journal Blawg 100.
Ms. Moon graduated from Smith College
with a degree in Psychology. She received her
law degree from Columbia University School
of Law, where she was a Managing Editor of
the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law.
After law school, she practiced corporate
transactional law in New York City at Kramer
Levin Naftalis & Frankel, Clifford Chance, and
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft.
Ms. Moon has been active in the Asian Pacific
American Lawyers of New Jersey, the Korean
American Lawyers Association of Greater New
York, the Asian American Bar Association of
New York, the and the National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association, speaking on panels,
providing mock interviews, and mentoring law
students and junior attorneys.
Born in Seoul, Korea and raised in Queens,
New York, Ms. Moon currently lives with her
husband and two children in New Jersey and
often “forgets” that she’s not a New Yorker
anymore. She enjoys eating, traveling, karaoke,
and tweeting about all of the above.

Anish was born in 1969 in Westwood, New
Jersey to a homemaker and a medical doctor.
Anish lived his childhood years in Tarrytown,
New York before venturing to the nation’s Great
Lakes Region to earn his bachelor’s degree at
The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Anish
will always remember and continuously draw
confidence and humility from receiving one of
only two Gannett News Student-Athlete Awards
earned by his high school graduating class for a
student’s overall performance excellence in both
academics and athletics.

Anish Joshi

Gary Pasricha

Law Office of Anish
Joshi

Pasricha & Patel, LLC

Professional Achievement Awards – Tribute to Solo
Practitioners and Small Firms
The Professional Achievement Award is awarded to an
experienced Asian attorney who has exemplified skill and
expertise in their practice area, as well as a commitment to
diversity in the legal profession.

Service to APALA/NJ
Award
The Service to APALA/NJ
Award is given to an individual
who has exemplified
outstanding commitment and
generosity to APALA/NJ and
to the cause of diversity in the
state of New Jersey.

Hon. Samuel D.
Thompson
NJ State Senator, 12th
Legislative District

After working with Exxon USA in New York
and New Jersey for several years, he took his
experiences and dreams to Duke University
in central North Carolina’s Piedmont Region
where he earned two master’s degrees in business
and environmental management.
After a two-year stay in the famed Windy City
of Chicago, Illinois working in the fields of
environmental accounting and fraud auditing,
Anish became the first ever lawyer in his family
(Pace Law School, 2002) and opened his own
law office in New Brunswick in 2003.

Senator Samuel (Sam) D. Thompson, Ph.D., was
a member of the New Jersey General Assembly
representing the 13th Legislative District since
1998 and was elected to the Senate in 2011
representing the 12th Legislative District serving
parts of Monmouth, Middlesex, Ocean and
Burlington Counties. In previous sessions, he
has served on Assembly Committees including;
Health and Senior Services, Housing and Local
Government, Transportation, Labor, and Family
and Women Services. Various task forces and
commissions on which the Assemblyman has
served include; The State Council for Adult
Literacy Education Services, NJ Commission
to Deter Criminal Activity, Commission on
Business Efficiency of Public Schools, NJ
Advisory Council on Elder Care, Assembly Task
Force on Grandparenting, Joint Commission
on Public Schools, Adolescence Violence
Task Force, Task Force on Pain Management,
Managed Care Task Force and Continuing
Care Task Force. Currently Senator Thompson
serves on the Health, Human Services & Senior
Citizens Committee, the State Government,
Wagering, Tourism & Historic Preservation
Committee, and the Community & Urban
Affairs Committee.
Areas of particular interest to Dr. Thompson
include healthcare, senior citizen issues,
education, tax relief and transportation. He
was prime sponsor of legislation that created
the NJ Kid Care and NJ Family Care programs
which provided health insurance for low
income working families. Senator Thompson
sponsored the NJ SAVER property tax rebate
program which has been returning tax dollars
to NJ taxpayers since 1999, and a measure that
doubled the income eligibility levels for seniors

Anish is a 2011 Rising Star in the divorce and
family law fields, he had received the 2007
General Practioner of the Year Award from
the New Jersey State Bar Association, and he
remains active in the local Hub City community
and as a volunteer investigator for the Middlesex
County Attorney Ethics Committee.

Gary S. Pasricha is a member of Pasricha &
Patel, LLC, a six attorney firm in Edison, New
Jersey, that focuses on immigration, corporate
law, and commercial litigation. Mr. Pasricha
has a B.B.A. in Accounting from Baruch College
and J.D. from Brooklyn Law School. He is
licensed to practice law in New York and New
Jersey. Mr. Pasricha counsels clients in various
corporate matters including mergers and
acquisitions, private placements, joint ventures,
contracting, immigration compliance, and U.S.
Department of Labor audits. Mr. Pasricha
counsels and sits on the board of several notfor-profits.

to qualify for a freeze on their property taxes.
The Senator was honored as New Jersey State
Jewish War Veterans Legislator of the Year
(2006), New Jersey State VFW Legislator
of the Year (2005), Legislator of the Year by
the NJ State Nurses Association (2002), the
Garden State Pharmacy Owners of the NJ
State Pharmacists Association (2001), the NJ
Recreation and Parks Association (2003), the
New Jersey Shore Builders (2004), and the NJ
Association of Health, Physical Education,
and Recreational Dance (2000). He was also
cited by the Association of Asian Americans for
Excellence in Public Service (2002), by the IndoAmerican Festival, Inc. “For Continued Support
of Indian American Community” (2000).
Senator Thompson received his B.S. degree
with majors in chemistry and math from the
University of Arkansas (Little Rock) and
his doctorate in physical chemistry from
Louisiana State University. He was employed
as a research scientist for six years by DuPont
and J.P. Stevens prior to 22 years with the NJ
Department of Health. In the latter position
he directed a variety of laboratory programs
concluding his career as the Director of Clinical
Laboratory Improvement Service in which
capacity he licensed and regulated all of the
clinical laboratories and blood banks in the State.
During this period he also served for 10 years as a
member of the US Armed Forces Epidemiological
Board. Subsequently, Senator Thompson was
employed for three years by the NJ Turnpike
Authority as Director of Planning, Analysis and
Government Relations and later as Director of
Communications and Government Relations.
Today, Dr. Thompson is a full-time legislator.
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Scholarship Awards
APALA NJ in conjunction with the APALA NJ Charitable Foundation awards scholarships
to three law students - one recipient from each of New Jersey’s three law schools (Rutgers
Law Newark, Rutgers Law Camden, and Seton Hall Law). Scholarship recipients are
selected by the APALA NJ Charitable Foundation Scholarship Committee. Awardees
must demonstrate a strong record of academic achievement, service to their respective law
schools and most importantly exemplify a commitment to the Asian Pacific American legal
community and the community at large. Thanks to the continued, generous support of
APALA NJ, this year’s scholarship recipients will each receive an award in the amount of
$1,000.

This year’s scholarship recipients were asked to answer the following three essay questions:
What is the most pressing issue or concern that you believe the Asian Pacific American
community is faced with today, and what role do you see yourself playing in advocating
for that issue or concern?
What suggestions do you have on how Asians and Pacific Americans can stand up and be
counted in the legal community and the community at-large?
Who do you see as a successful leader within the Asian Pacific American community and
what characteristics about him/her make this leader so successful?

Excerpts of the scholarship recipients’ responses are included on the following page.
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JENNIFER CHAWLA
Seton Hall Law

ERIC NG

Jennifer Chawla is a first
year student at Seton Hall
University School of Law in
Newark, NJ. She is currently
a member of the Asian Pacific
American Law Students
Association, and will be
serving as Treasurer in the
upcoming academic year.
Ms. Chawla received her B.S.
degree, magna cum laude,
from The College of New
Jersey where she majored in
Criminology.

Excerpt:
“The counselors in our career services office
are constantly reminding us how important it
is to network, especially in this economy where
the vast majority of jobs are found through
pre-existing connections. However, unlike my
non-Asian peers, many of whom come from
generations of lawyers, I have had to start from
scratch. Learning to network is an important
skill in this profession, especially for those
minority students who would be the first in
their families to attain a law degree. I believe the
best way to address this concern is to become
increasingly involved in the Asian American
legal community, to start early on while still in

law school, and to maintain these relationships
long after we have entered practice. We all share
this common background, and by fostering
an increasingly developed community, we can
continue to provide opportunities for each
other, as well as for future generations of Asian
American lawyers and law students.”

Eric Ng is a second year law
student at Rutgers School
of Law – Newark. He is a
Staff Member of the Rutgers
Law Review and is the Vice
President of the Asian Pacific
American Law Students
Association. He received
his B.A. degree from Cornell
University where he studied
History, Government and
Asian American Studies.

Excerpt:
“One way to fix the problem of young
Americans of Asian descent not self-identifying
as Asian American would be for politicians
or non-profit groups to organize important
activities for the young to participate in such
as voter registration drives, immigration
clinics, and so forth. This is what my former
supervisor, former Council Member John C.
Liu, did in Flushing, New York. By having
activities like that for the youth, these teenagers
began to self-identify themselves as Asian
American, and are now more politically
active in their local community as well as in
politics by voting. We can take this model
of fostering Asian American consciousness
and expand it into other communities with
high Asian American populations as a way of
increasing Asian American representation in the
community-at-large.

[Judge Sue Pui Yang’s] achievements highlight
certain qualities that are instrumental for
anyone who wants to be deeply involved with
the Asian American community: 1) being
hungry for change to the status quo; 2) being
fearless; 3) embracing challenges; and 4) never
forgetting where you came from. Judge Yang
overcame many obstacles during her time at law
school when there were few Asian Americans
attending law school, her time as a female Asian
American attorney, as well as during her time
spent establishing APALA-NJ. Judge Yang is
a true trailblazer and a great role model for
the younger generations of Asian Americans.
Moving forward, I hope to continue what Judge
Yang is doing – being involved with APALA-NJ
and AABANY as well as assisting law school
students with their legal careers.”

Anish Choksi is a second-year
student at the Rutgers School
of Law in Camden where he
is the Vice-President of the
Asian Pacific Law Students
Association and the Vice
President of the Securities
Law Association. Mr. Choksi
serves the New Jersey
community by working in the
Rutgers Civil Practice helping
clients with a variety of civil
matters. He is also a graduate
of the Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey where
he majored in Finance and
Business Administration.

Excerpt:
“Those of us born in this country find ourselves
in the unique position to build upon the
cultural values instilled upon us by our parents
while striving toward excellence in all areas
of American society. By seeking leadership
positions myself, I plan to convey my message
and encourage young professionals not to
conform to family and society expectations, but
rather pursue a path based on self-realization.
Though technical expertise is a vital asset for
professional development, we should not be
complacent. Using our experiences to lay the
ground work for new ideas and innovation will
help us break the mold and be viewed as more
than just diligent expertized workers.

developing relationships with all areas of
the legal community and the community atlarge. This focus on relationships cannot be
overstated. Developing relationships operates
as a catalyst for recognition on a personal as
well as an organizational level. In addition,
our individual professional conduct reflects on
how others perceive us as a group. Therefore,
it is imperative that we develop and maintain
our relationships with a paramount level of
professionalism.”

Rutgers Newark

ANISH CHOKSI
Rutgers Camden

Asian and Pacific American recognition in
the legal community is best promoted by
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Blank Rome
congratulates

on hosting the

2012 Eastern
Super Regional Conference

www.BlankRome.com

Individuality is at the core of Blank Rome.
We draw our strength from a
diversity of backgrounds, interests, and personalities.
BOCA RATON • CINCINNATI • HONG KONG • HOUSTON • LOS ANGELES • NEW YORK
PHILADELPHIA • PRINCETON • SHANGHAI • TAMPA • WASHINGTON • WILMINGTON
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Day Pitney LLP is a proud supporter of the

2012 NAPABA
Eastern Super Regional Conference

Diversity is a core rm value at Day Pitney. We embrace diversity because we understand that the input of
professionals with varying perspectives invites innovation and creativity, which, in turn, better equips us to
serve our clients. We are dedicated to maintaining our focus to achieve meaningful and lasting results. We
are proud of what we have achieved so far, but realize that there is still much to do. We remain committed to
supporting diversity within our rm and in the communities in which we practice.

BOSTON
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CONNECTICUT

NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK

WASHINGTON, DC | www.daypitney.com

B:6.25”
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S:5”

Drink Resp onsibl y
c e l e b r atin g l ife

Ever y Occas ion

Aroun d the World

e very day

e very w here

Tanqueray

CroWn royal

Jose CuerVo

sTerlinG Vineyards

beaulieu Vineyard

baileys

Guinness

CapTain MorGan

sMirnoff

JoHnnie Walker

T:9”

B:9.25”

S:8”

As the world’s leading beer, wine and spirits company, it may
surprise you to learn that the spirit we focus on most is the
human spirit. Whether it is helping support local organizations
in our community or being part of life’s big events, we’re
commited to celebrating life, every day, everywhere.
Diversity is the Spirit at Diageo.
pl ease drink respons ibly.
© 2012 diaGeo nor TH aM eriC a, inC. ,nor Wal k, CT.
pHoTo: M iCHael pries T pHoToGr apHy
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The lawyers of Drinker Biddle
are proud to sponsor NAPABA.
We appreciate NAPABA’s
vision, inspiration and service.

www.drinkerbiddle.com
CALIFORNIA | DELAWARE | ILLINOIS | NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK | PENNSYLVANIA | WASHINGTON DC | WISCONSIN
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP | A Delaware limited liability partnership
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ALBANY

Supporting

Asian Americans
in the community

AMSTERDAM
ATLANTA
AUSTIN
BOSTON
CHICAGO
DALLAS
DELAWARE
DENVER
FORT LAUDERDALE
HOUSTON
LAS VEGAS

Greenberg Traurig proudly supports the
National Asian Pacific American Bar Association and the
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey
for their dedication to Asian and Pacific Americans
in the legal community.
We join in congratulating this year’s honorees, Susan Moon,
Anish A. Joshi, Gary S. Pasricha, Ravi Sattiraju
and Senator Samuel Thompson.

LONDON*
LOS ANGELES
MEXICO CITY +
MIAMI
NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK
ORANGE COUNTY
ORLANDO
PALM BEACH COUNTY
PHILADELPHIA
PHOENIX
SACRAMENTO

As part of an 1800-attorney law firm with more than 30 locations across the United
States and in Latin America, the Middle East, Europe and Asia, Greenberg Traurig’s
New Jersey office is proud to be part of an international platform committed
to promoting diversity in the workplace. That commitment is reflected by the fact
that overall, 38 percent of the firm’s attorneys are minorities or women as defined
by the America Bar Association: Asian Americans, African Americans, Hispanic Americans
and Native Americans.

SAN FRANCISCO
SHANGHAI
SILICON VALLEY
TALLAHASSEE
TAMPA
TEL AVIV^
TYSONS CORNER
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WHITE PLAINS

1 8 0 0 AT TO R N E YS IN 3 4 LOCATIO NS°

Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Philip R. Sellinger | Managing Shareholder
John K. Kim | Shareholder
200 Park Avenue | P.O. Box 677 | Florham Park, NJ 07932-0677
973.360.7900 | www.gtlaw.com

Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ©2012 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. °These numbers
are subject to fluctuation. *Operates as Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP.
14396
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Guaranteed Investigations Inc.
The Answer to your Investigative Needs
Former FBI Special Agents

Corporate Investigations
Litigation Support
Asset Searches & Recovery
Digital Forensics
Searches
www.guaranteedinvestigationsinc.com
jkanetkar@guaranteedinvestigationsinc.com
jallison@guaranteedinvestigationsinc.com
732-640-5004 (t) 732-640-5005 (f)
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Even citizens of the world
need a place to call home.
40°N – New York, USA

When you’re ready to settle down, consider a U.S. mortgage
from HSBC. As a Premier client you will have access to Premier
Deluxe mortgages with fixed and adjustable rate (ARM) options1
featuring our best rates.2 Just one of the unmatched benefits
available with HSBC Premier, one of the world’s most
comprehensive banking services.
Are you building a life without boundaries? Would you like to?
To learn more, call 1-866-909-1269 or visit hsbcpremierusa.com.

To qualify for HSBC Premier status, you need to open a Premier Checking Account and maintain $100,000 in combined U.S. personal deposit and investment balances. Business owners may use their commercial balances to
qualify for a personal Premier relationship, but these balances cannot be used to meet the new money requirements. A monthly maintenance fee of $50.00 will be incurred if minimum balance requirements are not maintained.
You have up to 90 days after account opening to meet the full $100,000 balance requirement. Premier customers will need to maintain combined personal and/or qualifying commercial deposit and investment balances of at
least $100,000 USD or equivalent at HSBC (in the U.S. or home country) to be eligible for Premier mortgages.
1 Interest rate may increase per the terms stated in your adjustable rate note and, for both Fixed and Adjustable Rate Premier Deluxe Mortgage options, in the event you cease to maintain a required Premier relationship with
HSBC Bank USA, N.A
2 Discounts and loan amount depend on specific program and may require certain Premier balances, reserves, equity and automatic payment from a Premier Checking account.
Mortgage products offered in the U.S. by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. are subject to credit approval. Borrowers must meet program qualifications. Programs subject to change. Geographic and other restrictions apply.
Equal Housing Lender.
United States persons (including U.S. citizens and residents) are subject to U.S. taxation on their worldwide income and may be subject to tax and other filing obligations with respect to their U.S. and non-U.S. accounts –
including, for example, Form TD F 90-22.1 (Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (“FBAR”)). U.S. persons should consult a tax adviser for more information.
Deposit products offered in the U.S. by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2012 HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
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APALA/NJ
Lifetime & Gold Members
APALA/NJ would like to acknowledge the generous support
of its LIFETIME AND GOLD MEMBERS:

Lifetime

Gold

Kashif Chand

Supti Bhattacharya

Raj Mukherji

Alashia Chan

Kin-Wah Tong

Paul Chan

Sue Yang

Aney Chandy

Edward S. Kiel

Won Joon Kouh

David Kwon

Sapana S. Shah
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NAPABA Eastern Super Regional
Conference Committee & Gala Dinner
Committee Acknowledgements

Asian Pacific American Lawyers
Association of New Jersey, Inc.
One Washington Park, Suite 1401-CC,
Newark, NJ 07102
Phone – 973-718-7347 (x121)
www.apalanj.com

The APALA/NJ Executive Board would like to thank all of APALA/NJ’s hard-working,
dedicated members for their efforts to ensure that the NAPABA Eastern Super Regional
Conference & Gala Dinner and the APALA/NJ 15th Annual Dinner and Installation of
Officers was a tremendous success.

APALA/NJ EXECTUTIVE BOARD 2011-2012
President: Sapana S. Shah
President-Elect: Paul K. Yoon
Vice-President: Moly K. Hung
Treasurer: Jhanice V. Domingo
Secretary: Florelee R. Wan

Conference Co-Chairs

Golf Committee

Program Committee

Edward S. Kiel
Moly K. Hung
Florelee R. Wan

Jhanice V. Domingo
Eugene Huang
Moly K. Hung
Margaret Ling

Alashia Chan
Tanzina Chowdhury
Eric Fikry
Sumeeta Gawande
Margaret Ling
Sally Na
Raj Parikh

Activities, Marketing,
& Communications
Committee
Rachit Choksi
Maria Go
Christine Kim
Alice H. Lee
William Lim
Clara Y. Son
Jennifer Suh
Xiao Sun
Navdeep Tucker

Suvarna
Sampale
Willard Shih
Peter Tu
Lisa Wang
Eric Wong

Sponsorship Committee
Phil Cha
Jin Hwang
Edward S. Kiel
David Kwon
Noriko Okamoto
Gary Pasricha
Xiao Sun

73

74

